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I. Introduction
It takes transformed individuals to transform the world. The Urantia Book states,”The social
characteristics of a true religion consist in the fact that it invariably seeks to convert the individual and to
transform the world." 160:5.5 (1781.1)
"The worth of the state, in the long
run, is the worth of the individuals
composing it." -- John Stuart Mill

The teachings of The Urantia Book encourage us to try to help our chaotic planet. To do so, we must
serve others. To serve effectively, we must grow. To grow. we must serve. This symbiotic relationship
between growth and service demonstrates what each individual must do if the Fifth Epochal Revelation is
to positively influence the world.
As we serve and grow, we will increasingly become both global and cosmic citizens.
We benefit both ways: as we serve, we help, and as we serve, we grow.
Some fundamental questions as we pursue this study are:
How can we take our places as global citizens?
What is the relation between being a global citizen and a cosmic citizen?
Can we become cosmic citizens while still on Urantia? If so, how?
1. To the inhabited worlds the quickeners of morality portray mortal life as an unbroken chain of many
links. Your short sojourn on Urantia, on this sphere of mortal infancy, is only a single link, the very first
in the long chain that is to stretch across universes and through the eternal ages. It is not so much what
you learn in this first life; it is the experience of living this life that is important. Even the work of this
world, paramount though it is, is not nearly so important as the way in which you do this work. There is
no material reward for righteous living, but there is profound satisfaction — consciousness of
achievement — and this transcends any conceivable material reward. 39:4.13 (435.6)
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II. The World's Need for Global Citizenship

We have been blessed with the opportunity to serve, and we have been given a wondrous tool: The
Urantia Book. If the Fifth Epochal Revelation is to impact Urantia, it will need its adherents to apply its
teachings, each of us in our small ways, to the betterment of the world. This includes contributing to the
gradual progress towards world government.
 What are the problems facing Urantia?
 How can we contribute to solving them?

A. Historical and Current Day Perspectives
Many thinkers from both the past and recent history who have discussed the well-being of the world are
aware of the needs both to transform ourselves as well as to transform the state of the world if conditions
on Urantia are to improve. They echo statements from The Urantia Book.
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"I am a citizen, not of Athens or Greece, but of the world" -- Socrates
"My country is the world;
my countrymen are mankind."-- William Lloyd Garrison
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We need to convey the message that safeguarding our common property, humankind, will require developing in
each of us a new loyalty: a loyalty to mankind. It calls for the nurturing of a feeling of belonging to the human race.
We have to become world citizens. -- Joseph Rotblat
Our true nationality is mankind." -- H.G. Wells
As free citizens in a political democracy, we have a responsibility to be interested and involved in the affairs of the
human community, be it at the local or the global level.-- Paul Wellstone
We are citizens of the world. The tragedy of our times is that we do not know this. -- Woodrow Wilson must focus
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B. What The Urantia Book Says About Urantia's Need for Progress
The Urantia Book is clear about Urantia's many problems and its need to solve them. In fact, our planet's
need to move forward, to further the work begun during the Fourth Epochal Revelation, is much of the
reason for the existence of the Fifth Epochal Revelation.

1. A Global Perspective
2. Political science must effect the reconstruction of economics and industry by the techniques it learns from
the social sciences and by the insights and motives supplied by religious living. In all social
reconstruction religion provides a stabilizing loyalty to a transcendent object, a steadying goal beyond and
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above the immediate and temporal objective. In the midst of the confusions of a rapidly changing
environment mortal man needs the sustenance of a far-flung cosmic perspective. 99:7.2 (1092.6)
3. Economic interdependence and social fraternity will ultimately conduce to brotherhood. Man is naturally
a dreamer, but science is sobering him so that religion can presently activate him with far less danger of
precipitating fanatical reactions. Economic necessities tie man up with reality, and personal religious
experience brings this same man face to face with the eternal realities of an ever-expanding and
progressing cosmic citizenship. 99:7.5 (1093.3)
4. Peace will not come to Urantia until every so-called sovereign nation surrenders its power to make war
into the hands of a representative government of all mankind. Political sovereignty is innate with the
peoples of the world. When all the peoples of Urantia create a world government, they have the right and
the power to make such a government SOVEREIGN; and when such a representative or democratic world
power controls the world’s land, air, and naval forces, peace on earth and good will among men can
prevail — but not until then. 134:5.12 (1489.3)
5. How many world wars must be fought and how many leagues of nations must fall before men will be
willing to establish the government of mankind and begin to enjoy the blessings of permanent peace and
thrive on the tranquility of good will — world-wide good will — among men? 134:5.13 (1489.4)
2. Society's Need for Transformed Individuals
6. The social characteristics of a true religion consist in the fact that it invariably seeks to convert the
individual and to transform the world. 160:5.5 (1781.1)
7. “Do you not realize that the hope of a better nation — or a better world — is bound up in the progress and
enlightenment of the individual?” [Jesus] 145:2.8 (1630.4)
8. The call to the adventure of building a new and transformed human society by means of the spiritual
rebirth of Jesus’ brotherhood of the kingdom should thrill all who believe in him as men have not been
stirred since the days when they walked about on earth as his companions in the flesh. 195:10.6 (2084.6)
9. The ideals of statehood must be attained by evolution, by the slow growth of civic consciousness, the
recognition of the obligation and privilege of social service. 71:3.10 (803.10)
10. The enduring state is founded on culture, dominated by ideals, and motivated by service. The purpose of
education should be acquirement of skill, pursuit of wisdom, realization of selfhood, and attainment of
spiritual values. 71:7.1 (806.1)
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III. Global Citizenship and Cosmic Citizenship
Our service to each other and to our society leads us to cosmic citizenship.
 How does global citizenship lead to cosmic citizenship?
 How do our everyday decisions lead to both?
11. To the Roman centurion he said: "Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God the
things which are God's. The sincere service of God and the loyal service of Caesar do not conflict unless
Caesar should presume to arrogate to himself that homage which alone can be claimed by Deity. Loyalty
to God, if you should come to know him, would render you all the more loyal and faithful in your
devotion to a worthy emperor." 133.4.3 1474.3)
12. Are your ideals sufficiently high to insure your eternal salvation while your ideas are so practical as to
render you a useful citizen to function on earth in association with your mortal fellows? In the spirit, your
citizenship is in heaven; in the flesh, you are still citizens of the earth kingdoms. Render to the Caesars
the things which are material and to God those which are spiritual... 156:5.16 (1740.3)
13. ... a devoted and determined effort to realize eternal destiny is wholly compatible with a lighthearted and
joyous life and with a successful and honorable career on earth. 110:3.4 (1206.2)
14. ... Everything we do in this life which is good contributes directly to the enhancement of the future life.
15.

To become mature is to live more intensely in the present, at the same time escaping from the
limitations of the present. The plans of maturity, founded on past experience, are coming into being in the
present in such manner as to enhance the values of the future. 103:5.7 (1134.5)
118:1.7 (1295.7)

16. You will learn that you increase your burdens and decrease the likelihood of success by taking yourself
too seriously. Nothing can take precedence over the work of your status sphere — this world or the next.
Very important is the work of preparation for the next higher sphere, but nothing equals the importance of
the work of the world in which you are actually living. But though the work is important, the self is not.
48:6.37 (555.5)

17. Although the divine indwellers are chiefly concerned with your spiritual preparation for the next stage of
the never-ending existence, they are also deeply interested in your temporal welfare and in your real
achievements on earth. They are delighted to contribute to your health, happiness, and true prosperity.
They are not indifferent to your success in all matters of planetary advancement which are not inimical to
your future life of eternal progress. 110:1.3 (1204.1)
18. Adjusters are interested in, and concerned with, your daily doings and the manifold details of your life
just to the extent that these are influential in the determination of your significant temporal choices and
vital spiritual decisions and, hence, are factors in the solution of your problem of soul survival and eternal
progress. 110:1.4 (1204.2)
19. Sonship in the kingdom, from the standpoint of advancing civilization, should
assist you in becoming the ideal citizens of the kingdoms of this world since
brotherhood and service are the cornerstones of the gospel of the kingdom.
178:1.4 (1930.1)

20. As mortal and material men, you are indeed citizens of the earthly kingdoms, and
you should be good citizens, all the better for having become reborn spirit sons of the heavenly kingdom.

5

As faith-enlightened and spirit-liberated sons of the kingdom of heaven, you face a double responsibility
of duty to man and duty to God while you voluntarily assume a third and sacred obligation: service to the
brotherhood of God-knowing believers. 178:1.5 (1930.2)
21. You should be made all the better citizens of the secular government as a result of becoming enlightened
sons of the kingdom; so should the rulers of earthly governments become all the better rulers in civil
affairs as a result of believing this gospel of the heavenly kingdom. The attitude of unselfish service of
man and intelligent worship of God should make all kingdom believers better world citizens, while the
attitude of honest citizenship and sincere devotion to one’s temporal duty should help to make such a
citizen the more easily reached by the spirit call to sonship in the heavenly kingdom. 178:1.8 (1930.5)
22. The consciousness of sonship with God should quicken the entire life service of every man, woman, and
child who has become the possessor of such a mighty stimulus to all the inherent powers of a human
personality. 178:1.13 (1931.4)
23. ... to him who is God-knowing, there is no such thing as common labor or secular toil. To you who have
worked with me, all things have become sacred, and all earthly labor has become a service even to God
the Father. 181:2.19 (1959.3)
Reconsider the questions from the beginning of this section.
 How does global citizenship lead to cosmic citizenship?
 How do our everyday decisions lead to both?

IV. Becoming a Cosmic Citizen
A. What It Means
What does it mean to become a cosmic citizen?
24. 4. Joyful acceptance of cosmic citizenship [is] honest recognition of your progressive obligations to the
Supreme Being, awareness of the interdependence of evolutionary man and evolving Deity. 110:3.10 (1206.8)
25. ... The sincere religionist is conscious of universe citizenship and is aware of making contact with sources
of superhuman power. He is thrilled and energized with the assurance of belonging to a superior and
ennobled fellowship of the sons of God. The consciousness of self-worth has become augmented by the
stimulus of the quest for the highest universe objectives — supreme goals. 100:6.3 (1100.5)
26. To recognize Deity omnipotence is to enjoy security in your experience of cosmic citizenship, to possess
assurance of safety in the long journey to Paradise. But to accept the fallacy of omnificence is to embrace
the colossal error of pantheism. 118:6.8 (1300.4)
27. ... The God-knowing believer increasingly experiences the ecstasy and grandeur of spiritual socialization
on a universe scale — citizenship on high in association with the eternal realization of the divine destiny
of perfection attainment. 184:4.6 (1985.1)
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B. The Path to Cosmic Citizenship
What is the path for mortal will creatures to cosmic citizenship?
1. Taking Action
28. Strong characters are not derived from not doing wrong but rather from actually doing right.
Unselfishness is the badge of human greatness. The highest levels of self-realization are attained by
worship and service. The happy and effective person is motivated, not by fear of wrongdoing, but by love
of right doing. 140:4.6 (1572.6)
29. Jesus put the spirit of positive action into the passive doctrines of the Jewish religion. In the place of
negative compliance with ceremonial requirements, Jesus enjoined the positive doing of that which his
new religion required of those who accepted it. Jesus’ religion consisted not merely in believing, but in
actually doing, those things which the gospel required. He did not teach that the essence of his religion
consisted in social service, but rather that social service was one of the certain effects of the possession of
the spirit of true religion. 159:5.8 (1769.10)
30. The great religious teachers and the prophets of past ages were not extreme mystics. They were Godknowing men and women who best served their God by unselfish ministry to their fellow mortals. Jesus
often took his apostles away by themselves for short periods to engage in meditation and prayer, but for
the most part he kept them in service-contact with the multitudes. The soul of man requires spiritual
exercise as well as spiritual nourishment. 91:7.2 (1000.3)
31. When a moral being chooses to be unselfish when confronted by the urge to be selfish, that is primitive
religious experience. No animal can make such a choice; such a decision is both human and religious. It
embraces the fact of God-consciousness and exhibits the impulse of social service, the basis of the
brotherhood of man. When mind chooses a right moral judgment by an act of the free will, such a
decision constitutes a religious experience. 103:2.8 (1131.7)

2. Service
32. As a child he accumulated a vast body of knowledge; as a youth he sorted, classified, and correlated this
information; and now as a man of the realm he begins to organize these mental possessions preparatory to
utilization in his subsequent teaching, ministry, and service in behalf of his fellow mortals on this world
and on all other spheres of habitation throughout the entire universe of Nebadon. 127:6.14 (1405.6)
33. Service — purposeful service, not slavery — is productive of the highest satisfaction and is expressive of
the divinest dignity. Service — more service, increased service, difficult service, adventurous service, and
at last divine and perfect service — is the goal of time and the destination of space. But ever will the play
cycles of time alternate with the service cycles of progress. And after the service of time there follows the
superservice of eternity. During the play of time you should envision the work of eternity, even as you
will, during the service of
eternity, reminisce the play of
time.. 28:6.17 (316.4)
34. All this concept of atonement and
sacrificial salvation is rooted and
grounded in selfishness. Jesus
taught that service to one’s
fellows is the highest concept of
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the brotherhood of spirit believers. Salvation should be taken for granted by those who believe in the
fatherhood of God. The believer’s chief concern should not be the selfish desire for personal salvation but
rather the unselfish urge to love and, therefore, serve one’s fellows even as Jesus loved and served mortal
men. 188:4.9 (2017.4)
35. “...those who are born of the spirit will immediately begin to show forth the fruits of the spirit in loving
service to their fellow creatures. And the fruits of the divine spirit which are yielded in the lives of spiritborn and God-knowing mortals are: loving service, unselfish devotion, courageous loyalty, sincere
fairness, enlightened honesty, undying hope, confiding trust, merciful ministry, unfailing goodness,
forgiving tolerance, and enduring peace." [Jesus] 193:2.2 (2054.3)
36. Goodness is always growing toward new levels of the increasing liberty of moral self-realization and
spiritual personality attainment — the discovery of, and identification with, the indwelling Adjuster. An
experience is good when it heightens the appreciation of beauty, augments the moral will, enhances the
discernment of truth, enlarges the capacity to love and serve one’s fellows, exalts the spiritual ideals, and
unifies the supreme human motives of time with the eternal plans of the indwelling Adjuster, all of which
lead directly to an increased desire to do the Father’s will, thereby fostering the divine passion to find
God and to be more like him.. 132:2.5 (1458.2)
37. “In my Father’s kingdom there shall be neither Jew nor gentile, only those who seek perfection through
service, for I declare that he who would be great in my Father’s kingdom must first become server of all.
If you are willing to serve your fellows, you shall sit down with me in my kingdom, even as, by serving in
the similitude of the creature, I shall presently sit down with my Father in his kingdom. 137:8.11 (1536.8)
38. But the highest realization and the truest interpretation of the golden rule consists in the consciousness of
the spirit of the truth of the enduring and living reality of such a divine declaration. The true cosmic
meaning of this rule of universal relationship is revealed only in its spiritual realization, in the
interpretation of the law of conduct by the spirit of the Son to the spirit of the Father that indwells the soul
of mortal man. And when such spirit-led mortals realize the true meaning of this golden rule, they are
filled to overflowing with the assurance of citizenship in a friendly universe, and their ideals of spirit
reality are satisfied only when they love their fellows as Jesus loved us all, and that is the reality of the
realization of the love of God. 180:5.8 (1950.3)
39. Worship — contemplation of the spiritual — must alternate with service, contact with material reality.
Work should alternate with play; religion should be balanced by humor. Profound philosophy should be
relieved by rhythmic poetry. 143:7.3 (1616.5)
3. Growth from Service
40. ...[Jesus] ...recognized that man develops his character by unselfish service; that he unfolds his moral
nature in loving relations with his fellows. 170:3.10 (1862.7)
41. “Having lived the temporal life by faith and having yielded the fruits of the spirit as the righteousness of
loving service for your
fellows, you can
confidently look forward
to the next step in the
eternal career with the
same survival faith that
has carried you through
your first and earthly
adventure in sonship with
God." [Jesus] 176:3.2 (1916.2)
42. Evolutionary man does
work. To keep pace in his

not naturally relish hard
life experience with the
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impelling demands and the compelling urges of a growing religious experience means incessant activity
in spiritual growth, intellectual expansion, factual enlargement, and social service. There is no real
religion apart from a highly active personality.
102:2.7 (1120.4)

43. Mankind does not ascend effortlessly in the universe, neither does the Supreme evolve without purposeful
and intelligent action. Creatures do not attain perfection by mere passivity, nor can the spirit of
Supremacy factualize the power of the Almighty without unceasing service ministry to the finite creation.
117:4.7 (1284.3)

44. Mysticism, as the technique of the cultivation of the consciousness of the presence of God, is altogether
praiseworthy, but when such practices lead to social isolation and culminate in religious fanaticism, they
are all but reprehensible. Altogether too frequently that which the overwrought mystic evaluates as divine
inspiration is the uprisings of his own deep mind. The contact of the mortal mind with its indwelling
Adjuster, while often favored by devoted meditation, is more frequently facilitated by wholehearted and
loving service in unselfish ministry to one’s fellow creatures. 91:7.1 (1000.2)
45. .... Cosmically moral and divinely spiritual character represents the creature’s capital accumulation of
personal decisions which have been illuminated by sincere worship, glorified by intelligent love, and
consummated in brotherly service. 117:5.13 (1287.4)
4. Service Through Free Will Choice
46. The Universal Father never imposes any form of arbitrary recognition, formal worship, or slavish service
upon the intelligent will creatures of the universes. The evolutionary inhabitants of the worlds of time and
space must of themselves — in their own hearts — recognize, love, and voluntarily worship him. The
Creator refuses to coerce or compel the submission of the spiritual free wills of his material creatures. The
affectionate dedication of the human will to the doing of the Father’s will is man’s choicest gift to God; in
fact, such a consecration of creature will constitutes man’s only possible gift of true value to the Paradise
Father. In God, man lives, moves, and has his being; there is nothing which man can give to God except
this choosing to abide by the Father’s will, and such decisions, effected by the intelligent will creatures of
the universes, constitute the reality of that true worship which is so satisfying to the love-dominated
nature of the Creator Father. 1:1.2 (22.5)
47. Christ Michael presented for the fourth time to Urantia the concept of God as the Universal Father, and
this teaching has generally persisted ever since. The essence of his teaching was love and service, the
loving worship which a creature son voluntarily gives in recognition of, and response to, the loving
ministry of God his Father; the freewill service which such creature sons bestow upon their brethren in
the joyous realization that in this service they are likewise serving God the Father. 92:4.8 (1008.1)
48. The righteousness of any act must be measured by the motive... [Jesus] taught that the religion of the
kingdom is a genuine personal experience which no man can contain within himself; that the
consciousness of being a member of the family of believers leads inevitably to the practice of the precepts
of the family conduct, the service of one’s brothers and sisters in the effort to enhance and enlarge the
brotherhood. 170:3.9 (1862.6)
49. Throughout the grand universe the Supreme struggles for expression. His divine evolution is in measure
predicated on the wisdom-action of every personality in existence. When a human being chooses eternal
survival, he is cocreating destiny; and in the life of this ascending mortal the finite God finds an increased
measure of personality self-realization and an enlargement of experiential sovereignty. But if a creature
rejects the eternal career, that part of the Supreme which was dependent on this creature’s choice
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experiences inescapable delay, a deprivation which must be compensated by substitutional or collateral
experience; as for the personality of the nonsurvivor, it is absorbed into the oversoul of creation,
becoming a part of the Deity of the Supreme. 117:4.2 (1283.4)



How can we each grow towards becoming cosmic citizens?
What sort of daily tasks and decisions must we do and make?

V. Conclusion
50. Revelation teaches mortal man that, to start such a magnificent and intriguing adventure through space by
means of the progression of time, he should begin by the organization of knowledge into idea-decisions;
next, mandate wisdom to labor unremittingly at its noble task of transforming self-possessed ideas into
increasingly practical but nonetheless supernal ideals, even those concepts which are so reasonable as
ideas and so logical as ideals that the Adjuster dares so to combine and spiritize them as to render them
available for such association in the finite mind as will constitute them the actual human complement thus
made ready for the action of the Truth Spirit of the Sons, the time-space manifestations of Paradise truth
— universal truth. The co-ordination of idea-decisions, logical ideals, and divine truth constitutes the
possession of a righteous character, the prerequisite for mortal admission to the ever-expanding and
increasingly spiritual realities of the morontia worlds. 101:6.7 (1112.3)
51. The teachings of Jesus constituted the first Urantian religion which so fully embraced a harmonious coordination of knowledge, wisdom, faith, truth, and love as completely and simultaneously to provide
temporal tranquillity, intellectual certainty, moral enlightenment, philosophic stability, ethical sensitivity,
God-consciousness, and the positive assurance of personal survival. 101:6.8 (1112.4)
Closing Task: Consider how we each can contribute to the well-being of others as a global citizen. Write
down a specific, concrete, practical thing you could do today or any day. How would that help you
become a cosmic citizen? Share if you are willing.
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Addendum
Act! (Drawn from Comments from a March 2017 Education Seminar on "Sharing the Teachings"
(http://www.urantiabook.org/committees/education/sharing-the-teachings)
It is easy to plan but harder to act. We need to take our well-considered ideas and act on them.










It's all right to start small; just start.
Mota 8. Effort does not always produce joy, but there is no happiness without intelligent effort.
Mota 9. Action achieves strength; moderation eventuates in charm.
Mota 11 The weak indulge in resolutions, but the strong act. Life is but a day's work—do it well.
The act is ours; the consequences God's. Let entire life embody teachings.
Mota 17 Ambition is dangerous until it is fully socialized. You have not truly acquired any virtue
until your acts make you worthy of it.
Mota 22. The evolving soul is not made divine by what it does, but by what it strives to do.
Mota 24. The destiny of eternity is determined moment by moment by the achievements of the
day by day living. The acts of today are the destiny of tomorrow.
Mota 25. Greatness lies not so much in possessing strength as in making a wise and divine use of
such strength.
"If I had known then what I know now, I would have done more."

52. … When you study the career of the Master, as concerns prayer or any other feature of the religious life,
look not so much for how he taught as for what he did. 196.0.10 (2008.5)
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