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About Tales of Joshua
(second edition)

Tales ofJoshua began as an entirely personal portrayal to my two stepsons, Chris and Alex (at ages
seven and five). By the time the first draft of this
story was completed, the children were twelve and
ten, so there is a progression in the sophistication
level of the story from beginning to end. (These boys
are now almost thirty.)
Although I have labored to· be accurate, this is a
personal story and a personal interpretation. My
orientation has been to emphasize the religious life
and teachings of Jesus as these are manifested in his
childhood years as the lad from Nazareth. Please
send me your feedback, especially the comments of
your children.
In a way, children speak a special language of their
own. In that sense, Tales ofJoshua is a translation.
It has been a humbling experience to attempt to
translate into the words of children a glimpse of the
magnificent life of Jesus. I have researched numerous resources, endeavoring to be as accurate as
possible in the drawings and cartoons of the culture
and times in which Joshua lived. I make no claim to
be a trained graphic artist. I hope you will see my
little drawings as suggestive and symbolic. I find
myself continually .modifying and revising these
illustrations. If you will, encourage your children to
use this as a coloring book.
A child is not likely to be swept up in Tales ofJoshua
as she or he might be in a comic adventure thriller
or a suspense story having its excitement and appeal
based on fear, suspicion,or material gain. Nevertheless, it has been my desire to make this story useful
on several levels. The religious life and teachings of
Joshua are first and foremost. It is easy for the
process of reading to become overly passive. Interest in Jesus' life can be subtly nourished by asking
your child questions (and avoiding any force or
pressure). You might ask, what did Joshua do when
he was your age? What did Joshua like to do that you
like to do? How old was Joshua when he first went
to school? How old was Joshua when he began to
have duties around the Nazareth home? How was
Joshua a good friend and fair playmate? As a
learning tool, I have included sections of questions
and answers to encourage a vein of active learning.
Not all of the questions are explicitly answered in the
text but may require thought. Often the answers in
the Q & A boxes are expanded beyond this story.,

Older children especially may profit from these
larger explanations. The first 126 pages are geared
for younger children, the remainder for older ones.
Hopefully, older children will ask challenging and
intriguing questions of you.
When I had finished reading Joshua's childhood to
ten-year-old Alex, our thoughts were lingering about
the visitation of the heavenly messenger who appeared to Joshua and who bade him be about his
Father's business. It was clear that Alex was puzzling over something, but I did not know what until
he asked, "Do you think angels ever bump into each
other?" And before I had recovered from being
amused, he asked further, "and if they did, would it
make a loud noise?"
I have intended to keep the introduction of new
words in Tales ofJoshua to a minimum. A few new
terms are essential, so I have occasionally digressed
from the story to explain a term (e.g., "Passover" on
p. 117). To aid a child in memory I have intentionally repeated many words and facts. These tales are
often only a page or two long or sometimes as long
as six or eight pages. The earliest years of Joshua's
life can usually be understood by youngsters from
three to five years old. Also, it is helpful to remember that a child's attention span does not typically
exceed twenty to thirty minutes. From many test
readings with families, it has become clear that
personal parental involvement and interactions in
reading and listening are crucial. Children can
usually read the complete story on their own by the
time they are nine or ten.
I have aimed to focus on the values that young
Joshua lived by. My hope is that young readers and
old alike will glimpse some of the truth, beauty, and
goodness that overflows from Joshua even in his
youth. These tales presuppose that your child has
the beginnings of a context for Joshua's life. Perhaps as a mother or father you will want to fill your
child in on Joshua's life as a part of the long and
turbulent evolution of religion on our planet. These
tales start with what is traditionally called the
Christmas story, then selected episodes (glimpses)
follow Jesus through to his tragic death and joyous
resurrection. There are many concepts in my source
books that are very difficult to explain to children.
Often loads of history and cultural development are
needed for much of an in-depth understanding. I
could not provide this in these few (large font) pages.
I truly hope you will use Tales ofJoshua as a vehicle

to share with your children much that must be
supplemented or added between the lines. For
example, when I have asked families what stories to
include for children, many have said the story of
Fortune, "The young man who was afraid." But this
delightful story actually depends on abstract and
lofty concepts, as well as life experience, that most
children have yet to obtain. This is true of many tales
of Jesus that we all love and cherish. I have tried to
include tales that are both meaningful and
understandable to youngsters.

and structure Tales ofJoshua to help a child develop
his or her own religious views and otherwise to steer
clear of these pitfalls. Parental vigilance to these
issues will help as well. I have included a final
chapter called "The Teachings"-a more
philosophical section which is, in simple language,
my understanding of the basic teachings of Jesus.
You will probably wish to interpret and expand on
these teachings according to your own understanding
of Jesus' life and teachings.
We learn about God from Jesus by viewing the
divinity of his life and not by being solely reliant on
his teachings. My effort has been to strike a balance
between the life of Joshua and his teachings. I know
that you know that truth is always alive and moving.
This makes the key ingredient for our children not
the content of a story, but the way in which we relate
to them.

There is a selected and annotated reference list of
children's books given in the last few pages of this
book. Some of these books have served as resources
for this writing. Others are included should you wish
other religious stories for your children. At the end
of each reference entry, an estimated age range is
given in parentheses, e.g. (8 - 10) indicating ages for
which that book is most appropriate. There is also a
brief index to help you locate what may interest you.
About 75 additional questions and answers are to be
found at the end of this book focusing on Joshua's
childhood experiences (p. 211).

We can all remember how tender and sensitive the
Master was to little ones. He would detain a multitude
to comfort a child, and he issued some of his strongest
warnings to anyone who should cause one of these
little ones to spiritually stumble and fall. After all,
every human child is by faith a son or daughter of our
Paradise Mother-Father. Every child is a potential
citizen of eternity, even a finaliter of lofty and
unbounded destiny.

Introductory pages of this story are designed to
clarify such names as Michael, Jesus, and Joshua.
Quotation marks in Tales ofJoshua usually indicate
that someone is speaking (e.g., Gabriel on pp. 6, 11,
12). There are no direct quotations from any reference
source.
As parents, you will no doubt expand on certain
words and concepts and otherwise tailor these .to
your child's terminology and vocabulary. For
example, extra emphasis on prayer, worship, beauty,
and choice may further assist your child in forming
his or her own personal religious philosophy as distinct
from a ready-made one. Some families have
developed a family scrapbook or similar depiction of
Joshua' s life and teachings, encouraging a
personalized religion with their children. Explanation
of some of Joshua's more unusual actions may prove
helpful. For example, children are often curious as
to why Joshua would not fight, and why Jacob
protected him. What was the importance of Joshua's
struggle over his own values, and those of his family,
and the Jewish religious culture of his time?
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We are wisely cautioned to avoid handing down to
children a ready-made religion. We are also
admonished to live and to proclaim the teachings of
Jesus while studiously avoiding the creation of
another religion about him. I have worked to write
11

This is a story of Jesus. He is also called
Joshua. Some of these tales about Jesus are
found in The Bible. Some come from religious
books for children. Other tales come from a new
book of revelation about God's love called The
Urantia Book. Not all people accept these books,
so it might be a good idea to ask your parents if
it is okay to read this story of Jesus' life.
God has a very, very large family. Many of
God's children live far above us among the
stars. Others of God's children are humans
much like you and me. Still others are like
angels and are invisible to us. Some of God's
Sons and Daughters are Creators like God
himself. Creative Daughters and Creator Sons
leave the center of creation and go out to make
their own universes with many stars and people
who live on planets, much like we live on Earth.
One time, long ago, our Creator Son, who is
called Christ Michael, came out from the center
of the local universe to live on planet Earth.
Here he was born as a baby named Joshua hen
Joseph. He grew up on earth and lived the life
ofahumanbeingmuchlikeyouandme. Joshua
hen Joseph is another name for Jesus. Our
Creator Son, Christ Michael, Joshua, and Jesus
are simply different names for the same person-our God and our Maker.
iii

The planet Earth has had many troubles and
many hard times. But Christ Michael cares so
much for us that he came to help our planet Earth,
to show us God's way to live. He also showed God
more about us. In other words, Joshua showed
God to humans and he showed humans to God.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What are some different names for our Creator?
When we think of our Maker at the center of our universe, he is also called our
Lord, or Michael, or Christ Michael, or our Creator Son. His partner is called the
Creative Daughter, or Mother Spirit, or Holy Spirit. When Michael came to live
on planet Urantia or Earth, he was called Joshua hen Joseph or Jesus. (Joshua
hen Joseph means Joshua the son bf Joseph.)

2. Who created plants, animals, earth, suns, planets,
angels, you, and me?
Ages and ages ago, God our Father gave Christ Michael and the Mother Spirit
the ability to make all of our universe-plants, animals, stars, angels, humans-everything. This couple became partners in making everything with their
special creative powers that only God and his Creator Children have.

3. Why did Christ Michael come to live on planet Earth?
It is a normal part of a Creator Son's life to go and live on different worlds, to
share God's love, and to teach the people or beings how to find God. In this
way a Creator Son lives like the very beings he and the Mother Spirit have
created. Seven different times Michael became like one of the types of beings
he had created. His visit to planet Earth was the last of these seven visits. By
visiting his different worlds and living the lives of his different beings, Lord
Michael and Mother Spirit learn to understand us better and how to rule this
universe we live in. Christ Michael loves you more than you can imagine.

4. What is another name for planet Earth?
Another name for planet Earth is Urantia. These two words, Earth and Urantia,
mean the same thing. The name Urantia is given to us in The Urantia Booka book written by beings from heaven. This book tells us all about Earth, its
history, and future, and how very much God loves each one ofus. The Urantia
Book also tells us much about heaven, where God lives, and what angels and
other high beings are like. It also tells of the beautiful life we will have after we
die here and are taken by our angels to heavenly worlds far above us among the
stars.

iv
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Once upon
a time, a long,
long, very long
while ago, Michael, the Creator of our
universe, had a meeting with his
wonderful, heavenly helper Gabriel.·
Gabriel said that the planet Earth
would be a good place for Michael to
become human.
So our Creator decided to come to
earth and live as a man.
He would show humankind how to

-2-

On earth Michael would learn what
itis like to be a human. He would come
to know what it is actually like to be
human by becoming a person on our
earth.
By and by, Gabriel came to visit our
planet. This great helper came to find
a human mother and father for
Michael. With human parents, our
Creator could grow up as a little child
on earth, much like you and me .
.,
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After Gabriel flew the long, long
journey to earth, he looked all around
at the different kinds of people all
over the world. Next, he looked at all
the different towns. After he looked
and looked, Gabriel found just the
right mother and dad for our Creator.
Their names were Mary and Joseph.

grew up as a
small boy.
-- --~ ~·- -~---~-.....
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When our Creator was born on
earth as a human baby, his name was
Joshua hen Joseph.
Joshua's father was
a carpenter. His
name was Joseph.
He made things
out of wood.
Joseph was a
common man, not a
king or a prince. Joseph
was married to Mary, Joshua's mother.
Joseph and Mary were Hebrew.
They lived in the town of Nazareth.
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Nazareth, Mary
\•.,'1,./ll -l /. ,. ~.:'
was working at
home. She was
}11.~f
near a little table
made of stone. The
afternoon was almost past.
The sun was going down. Then, all of
a sudden, there was a person or
someone next to Mary!
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Mary was so surprised that it took
her a little while to recover.
But she did recover.

-6-

This lovely person was so warm and
shining, you might already have
guessed who was there.
It was the heavenly helper Gabriel.
He spoke to Mary,

"To you, Mary, I
bring Glad Tidings.
In a while, you will
become the mother of
a son. You shall call
him Joshua. He shall
begin -the kingdom
of heaven on earth."

1346
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Gabriel told Mary to keep what he
said secret. But he said she could tell
Joseph, her husband.
Gabriel also said Mary could tell
her cousin Elizabeth.
Elizabeth would also have a son.
His name would be John. It was this
fellow who became "John the Baptist."
Later, John the Baptist would lead
the way for Joshua and Joshua's
teachings.
Then Gabriel said to Mary,

"Doubt not my
word, Mary, in your
home will live the
Child of Destiny."
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Then Gabriel disappeared as
quickly as he came.
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Mary did
not for get his
amazing visit.
And it made
her feel good
inside to think
often of Gabriel's visit with her.

1345-1346

Color anything in this book you want.
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Before long, Mary was sure that
she was going to have a baby.
So she decided
to tell Joseph about
her visit from the ·
wonderful heavenly
helper Gabriel.
When Joseph heard all about this
visit from Gabriel, he was very upset!
He was not sure if Mary had really
seen a heavenly helper, a superhuman
being.
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Joseph was so upset that he could
not sleep for many nights!
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Joseph would almost believe Mary,
then he would wonder to himself- ·
how can a human baby be a Child of
God?
How is it possible for two earthly
human parents to have a divine
Child of Destiny? ~ ~ ..
. i
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Mary did not tell anyone else about
Gabriel's visit except her cousin
Elizabeth.
Elizabeth had a visit from Gabriel
of her own. So Elizabeth and Mary
knew each other's secret.
1347

Joseph still wondered if Mary was
really going to ·give birth to a special
child. Then he had a very important ·
dream!
Joseph dreamed he saw a beautiful
heavenly messenger who spoke to
him during his dream.
This lovely messenger said,

"Joseph, I am here
from him who rules the
universe. I am to tell you
about the baby that Mary
will have."
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"In your son will be life. ·
He will become
a great =~~light
in the world.
~Ji,
He will ® tell
to all who will
· hear him that every
person·is a child of God."

~l-:-7z-

God is beautiful.

After this dream, Joseph never
again doubted Mary's story about the
amazing visit from the heavenly
helper Gabriel.
1347
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Joseph was a
nice and mild man.
He tried very hard.
He believed in the religion
of his people.
But Joseph felt sorry for his people
since Roman soldiers ruled over them.

¢

Still Joseph
kept the faith of
his own people,
the Jewish or
Hebrew people.
1348 -1349
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Joseph thought a lot. Joseph was a
thinker more than a talker.
Mary and Joseph were both good
teachers. Joshua learned about
teaching from both of his parents.
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Joseph was a carpenter and a
builder. He met Mary while working
on her father's house.
Mary and Joseph
were friends for
about two years
before they got
married. After
Joseph and Mary
were married, they
~
lived in a house that
~
Joseph had built for them.

-15Joseph had black
eyes and brown hair.
He was very gentle and kind.
Joseph's example
taught Joshua to be
sympathetic. He was
very understanding
of how another
person felt.

\... In this space, draw anything you like with colored pencils.
1348-1349
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Mary was a
sunny person.
She was mostly
cheerful. Mary
was free about letting her feelings out.
Later, when Joseph died, Mary was
sad and tearful sometimes.
Mary had brown eyes
and blond hair. She was
a good planner and a
great homemaker.
From Mary, Joshua
learned much about
flowers, gardening,
and home
activities.

\. Draw anything that makes you feel good inside.
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The home of
Joseph and Mary
was on the north
side of Nazareth.
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Joshua's family
lived near the edge
of town, not too far
from the village spring.
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Joshua liked to take walks in the
country. He had fun high up on the
hill behind his house.
Best of all he liked to hike along a
winding trail at the foot of the hills
nearby.
1349 -1350
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Joseph and Mary
lived in a oneroom house
made of
stone.

On one side of the house was a
building for the animals to stay in.
Behind the house was the oven and
the mill for grinding grain.
The oven and mill were covered by
a shelter in the back yard.
1350, 1358, 1361
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Inside the house was a low stone
table and clay pots and dishes.
There were
small stools, a
lampstand and
a loom. The --.
floor was made
of stone. There
were mats for
sleeping.
\.

The family squatted around the
· stone table to eat.
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On winter
nights, the table
was lighted by a
little clay lamp.
It burned olive oil.
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Later on, after the family grew in
size, Joseph built a new
room on th~ stone
house.
This large
room was for woodworking in the
daytime and for
sleeping at
nighttime.

Joseph and Mary had a Roman
ruler named Caesar. He wanted all
the Jewish people in his land to be
counted. In this way Caesar was sure
everyone he ruled paid him taxes.
Joseph was told to go to the town of
Bethlehem to be counted for the tax.
Everyone in the land had to go and
write down their names for Caesar.
After much talk
Joseph and Mary
decided to go to
Bethlehem
·
togethe~
-- -~
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Early one summer
morning at sunup,
Mary and Joseph left
Nazareth and started
for Bethlehem.
~:L

~
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This happened a long,
long time ago in the year
of 7 B.C.
Joseph and Mary
were poor. They
had only one
donkey for the
two of them.

_j{___ _
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On the first day of travel, they
came to foothills near the River
Jordan. They camped by the river
for the night and talked about the
baby soon to be born to Mary. What
sort of son would he be? Would
their son be a teacher or a king for
the Jewish people?
They talked and wondered, and
they wondered and talked. Then they
went to sleep.
1351
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Bright and
early the next
morning, Joseph
and Mary loaded
. the donkey and
started on their way.

Traveling all day they came to the
town of Jericho. They stopped for the
night at an inn just outside the city.
Here the couple ate supper. After
eating, they talked to other Jewish
people about the Roman rules. How
much they did not like to be taxed!
The Roman rulers seemed so mean!
By and by, the couple went to bed
and fell sound asleep.
z z
2

z 2 z
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Early the next
morning, Mary and
Joseph traveled on.
Before noon they
reached the
big city of
Jerusalem.
Joseph and . ,
his wife visited · """""'-'··the temple.
Before long,
these travelers
started off again.
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They reached
Bethlehem by
the middle of
the afternoon.
1351

The inn at the town of Bethlehem

was overflowing with people. There
were not enough rooms for everyone.
· Lots of people had come to write down
their names for Caesar. There seemed
no place in all of Bethlehem for
Joseph and Mary to stay.
Every room was full. But down
below the inn were stables cut out of
rock. These places where the animals
lived had been cleaned up for extra
visitors.
So Mary and
Joseph and other
travelers stayed ,
the night in
these caves.
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They stayed in a cave
used to store grain.
Bethlehem was so
crowded that Mary
and Joseph were
thankful to have
such a nice
place for the
night.
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Joseph did not go right out to be
counted for Caesar's tax. Mary was
very tired and she wanted Joseph to
stay by her side.
Soon they went to bed, but they did
not sleep much. Mary was restless all
night long.
By day break, she was feeling the
pushes of the baby inside her.
1351

Mary was
about to give
birth. She was
helped by women
who were also passing
through the town of Bethlehem.
;I

At noon, Mary gave birth to a boy
child. They wrapped little Joshua in
baby clothes and laid him in a manger
nearby.
In the same way that all babies are
born on earth, Joshua hen Joseph was
born into the world.
1352

At this noontime birth all the
angels of earth came to the manger.
These angels sang songs of glory over
the promised child. But no human
ears heard these songs of praise.
Now that Joseph was in Bethlehem
he had to be counted. The day after
Joshua was born, Joseph went and
wrote down their names for Caesar.
Then Joseph and Mary stayed in
Bethlehem a long while.
In a few days, Mary and Joseph ·
went to a Jewish ceremony to name
their baby.
1350,1352

There were
three wise men
who lived far away
in a land to the east.
They traveled from this
land called Ur to visit the
babe of Bethlehem.
A teacher in the land of Ur told the
wise men of a dream. The teacher
dreamed that the Light of Life was
coming to earth. This Light was to be
born as a Jewish baby. The wise men
set out to find the promised child.
Soon the three wise
men found him! It was
baby Joshua. They left
gifts for Joshua with
mother Mary.
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In the year Joshua
was born, a beautiful light
shone in the sky. Many people
believed this was a special star. What
looked like one bright star was really
two planets, Jupiter and Saturn.
About the time Joshua was born these
two planets came very close together.
This was natural, and it had
happened at other times.

J-----:...__ -----------Use colored pencils to draw on and color this picture as you like.
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In the days of Joshua
there were many rules that Jewish
people fallowed. One rule said that
the first baby boy in a family must go
to a special ceremony at the Hebrew
temple.
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One day Mary and Joseph took
little Joshua to the · temple at
Jerusalem.
1352
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The temple
was full of people.
Joseph and Mary
waited in line to see
the priest. Soon Joshua
and his parents came to
the front of the line.
There was a surprise for Mary and
Joseph. Two singers came near and
sang a song for baby Joshua.

~

Using colored pencils, draw Joshua and the singers.

These singers were called Simeon
and Anna.
1352-1353
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Simeon and
Anna often sang
~11tf ·
at the temple. They
learned about Joshua
J. ),~ from the priest Zacharias.
Zacharias was the father of
John the Baptist.

,l
,,.
~ ". ·· i
___. ........~. ~.,,..,.1,1,Jr,~:s,:~
~===t

J)

Now Zacharias believed that
Joshua was the Child of Promise.
He knew that Joshua would help the
Jewish people. Zacharias told Anna
and Simeon he thought Joshua was
the Promised Child.
1352 -1353
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..\Zacharias believed Joshua would
be a very special person called the

MESSIAH.

The Messiah was supposed to save
the Jewish people from their mean
rulers, tpe Romans. The Messiah was
to be someone very powerful like a
king.

Zacharias told Anna and Simeon
he thought Joshua would be this
Messiah. So Anna wrote Joshua a
special song.

-37-

Anna's song went like this:
The God of the Jewish people is
good. He is blessed.
God saves his people from all
sorts of bad things.
God~ people should serve him
without fear.
God has visited us in this Child
of Promise.
This child will be called a great
prophet.
He will bring freedom and mercy
to his people.
The Spring of Day has come to
us from on high,
To make light for minds in dark-

ness,

To

lead us in peaceful ways,

shine even for those who are
not Jewish,
To

And to share glory with his own
Hebrew people.

-38-

7

?

?

Simeon's singing surprised
everyone in the temple court. Anna's
words were beautiful. But Joseph and
Mary were upset that Anna's song
made Joshua out to be the Messiah.
Joseph thought it was too early to tell
what Joshua's life would be.
? ,
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Mary, Joseph, and Joshua lived in
the town of Nazareth. Nazareth was
in the land called Galilee.
The ruler
of this land
was a man
named Herod.
The Jewish
people did not __:_:_ ,_
like Herod at all. ~'-:-~::~
Herod was a
mean ruler. He
was not fair.
Herod was very sneaky.
~
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Herod even had spies to watch over
the land of Galilee. Q'~
~L ~
\~
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One day the spies came and told
Herod about the wise men from the
land of Ur. Herod's spies told n ~him that these teachers
;,;, ·Q ~
had left presents for
J: 1 ~,,,. V ,. ~a newborn baby.
f t
The spies said
~ - /~ .. _
that some people
-, ,
called this baby the
11 ~
"king of the Jews."
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Herod was very
angry and afraid.
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He did not want another king.
Herod wanted to be the only one to
rule this land of Galilee. So Herod
made the wise men come to him and
answer questions about baby Joshua.
1354
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The three wise men said that the
baby would be a "spiritual king." He
would not be like the Roman rulers, not
like a king ruling the land of Galilee.
A SPIRITUAL KING
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A SPIRITUAL KING IS A KING OF

LOVE, A KING OF LIFE,
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~

ANDAKINGOF
VERY

HAPPY
~

THOUGHTS

Herod was not satisfied. He paid the
wise men money and told them to go
find the child.
1354
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When these wise men did not come
back, Herod was suspicious.
Soon the spies brought Herod some
words from Anna's song. Spies had been
at the temple ceremony for Joshua.
Herod told the spies to go and fallow the
Nazareth family.
Herod's men hunted and hunted.
They hunted Joshua for a whole year!
But do you know what?
Herod's men could not find Joseph,
Mary, and Joshua,no matter how hard
they looked.

-:-::_

-==_;-

---

-~

'

-43-

Friends of
Joseph's family
hid little Joshua
and kept him safe.
Herod was very, very angry. He
sent his men to search every
house in Bethlehem. He
told his men to kill
every boy baby
less than two
years
old.

Herod
wanted tobe
sure to kill little
Joshua. · So Herod's
men went from house to
house and killed every little boy
baby in .the entire town of Bethlehem.
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Escape
from Bethlehem
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Joseph and Mary and Joshua lived
happily. Joshua grew bigger, and he
was healthy. He no longer needed to
take his mother's milk .
. Mary always watched
over Joshua so he would
come to no harm.
He played
with a group
of children
about his
age.
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Joseph and Mary made many
friends in Alexandria. Some dear
friends gave Joshua a very precious
book.
Not many people
had any books at
all in Joshua's
day. This book
was a Jewish Bible.
It was written in Greek.
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The Nazareth
family was
very glad
to have
this book
or scroll.
While Joshua and
his parents were living
in Alexandria, horrible Herod died.
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Now it was safe to return home.
So they got on a sailing boat and
traveled by sea back toward
Bethlehem.
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When Joseph and
Mary were back in
.Bethlehem they talked and
thought. They thought and talked.
The couple decided it would be safer to
~
go home to Nazareth than to
. · ,,
stay in Bethlehem.
C
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Early one Sunday
morning they woke
up and started for
Nazareth. They owned
a new donkey. Joshua
and Mary rode. Joseph and
some friends walked ahead.

-52-

These travelers
came back to Nazareth
in secret. It surely surprised
Joseph's brother when Mary,
Joshua, and Joseph
_,. .,._
popped up all
-5-~2
. ,.
of a sudden.
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Back in
Nazareth,Joshua ·
missed his playmates from
Alexandria. Joshua was more than
three years old now. He was in good
health. _And he was full of glee to be
at the house that was his home~

-53-

Back in Nazareth no one knew
that Joshua was the Child of
Promise. The Nazareth family kept
this secret.
---

When Joshua
was four years old,
he made friends with
a neighbor boy. Jacob
was his name. Joshua liked
Jacob a lot. Their play
was always happy.
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.The next important
1/1
event in Joshua's family
was baby James. Mary gave
birth to a second child. Joshua
had a little brother. It was a
thrill for Joshua to think
of his new baby
brother. Joshua
would stand
about hour
after hour
just to
watch
1:1_ -.~~
-==---==..->
little
---baby
.James.
-,./'f"'
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Kindness is Godlike.
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Joshua's dad
had a wood shop.
Half of the time Joshua
spent in Joseph's shop.
Joshua liked to watch
the men make yokes
and plows.

YOKE

CART

PLOW
1357

MALLET

Half the time
Joshua spent .
at home with
his mom.

-56- .

Lots of traders
came to the town
· of Nazareth. Each
group of traders, along
with their bags and camels,
was called a caravan.

Caravans
often stopped
for rest at
Nazareth.
Joshua
loved to
listen to
the traders.
They told stories
of faraway lands.

-57-

Before long,
Joshua's little sister,
Miriam, was born.

· About this age, Joshua
made his very first
MORAL CHOICE.
He decided to do good above all. He
decided all on his own. No one else
pushed or forced Joshua. From that
moment on, the living Spirit of God
came to live in Joshua's mind.

-58-

Joshua talked much
with his parents. He
learned a great deal by
asking Joseph and Mary
questions. They always
tried very hard to answer ·
Joshua's many, many
questions.
From the time Joshua was five
until he was ten years old, he was like
one big question mark.
-----"'\Ii/
__
--..........o~ .
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It seemed to Joshua that his mom
and dad knew everything in the whole
wide world.

What a shock
it was to Joshua when
he · found that Joseph did not know
how or why. Joseph was honest. He
told Joshua that he did not know what
made the earthquake happen. Now
Joshua began to learn that his parents
did not know everything.
1358
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On the roof of the
Nazareth home were
some sand boxes. Joshua
loved to make maps and to write
and draw in the sand.
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One day Elizabeth, Zacharias, and
their little boy John came to visit.
Joshua and John were happy. They
played with blocks up on the housetop.
1359
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When Joshua was five years old,
Joseph took over Joshua's schooling.
At home, Joshua still learned from
Mary. He learned to care for the vines
and flowers that grew in the garden
all around the house.

(J

From Joseph,
Joshua learned to
read and write. Joshua
learned Greek from the book
given to him in Alexandria.
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Joshua had one of
the only two Jewish
Bibles in all of Nazareth.
The other book of Scriptures
was at the temple. Many people
came to Joshua's house to read the
Scriptures. So Joshua got to meet
exciting and interesting
visitors and truth
seekers. Before
long, Joshua
was able to
1.~•----- Scriptures
read these
-1 .
Scriptures
f " _
on his own.
'- l · _ -He was old
z.
enough now
to take care
- I ·•~
of this book
of Hebrew
Scriptures
by himself.
or

:

~ 1. THE LAW-what people
.. (
la the Jewlab religion "· ,
~: - - thought they had to
- _ .·

do forGocL

f

·. .

1 .
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-

i
__ i -_-_ 1 _
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THE PROPHETS-what
Goel was supposed to
have said to tbe

prophets.

3.THE PSALMS-praise

·"

and songs about
Goel.

_
< ~-
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He wondered
about the special
rules for the
~
r
Sabbath (or
He was
· .Saturday).
not to play
----~l blocks on the
Sabbath. , .

~

.

fJ

some days
candles
were lit, one
~ by one. 1.

Joshua
thought a lot
about the talks
he heard in
the temple. Sometimes they ate only fu!t bread.
•.1
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~
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Joshua was
often puzzled
about the
Jewish
•
ceremonies.

-64-
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Joshua did not
:,:
understand all of
·
the Jewish customs.
But he did his best. He
very much did like one special
custom called the Feast of
Tabernacles.
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Part of the Feast of Tabernacles
was like a vacation time where
everyone camped outside in leafy
booths.
~

They all gave
way to laughing
and fun.
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By now Joseph was a carpenter
and a good builder. He earned plenty .
of money for his family.
Joseph often worked on buildings
in nearby towns. Joshua liked to
· travel with his dad to· the places
where they were building.
--"'\,1/

-~o/
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Joshua got
...
to see other -~"'~
~ ......-d1:_~l±--~4Z.I&~
villages and //
towns besides
Nazareth.
Joshua
learned
a lot about
people on
these trips.
~/ I \
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The Jewish
people talked
to God in a very
serious way. But Joshua liked to be
natural and happy in talking to God.
He liked to talk with his heavenly
Father as he would talk to Joseph, his
earthly father.

-\

Mary and Joseph
were troubled that
. _· j·A__.·
Joshua was not
~~
more solemn
when he prayed.
First Joshua would
say his prayers the
way he was taught.
Then he would
have a little
- ~
talk with his
~-;:- ~ Father in
~ ~ heaven.
- y- ----- - ___.\....--
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Mary was loving, but she was
also strict. Joseph often sat
down and talked with
Joshua about family
rules. He explained
that Joshua should
give up his own
desires and wants
for the family good.
. Once Joshua
really understood
the reasons for
the family rules,
he was always
willing and
helpful. ·
The lad
learned to
give up his
___ _
ownwayfor
~- peace in the family.
~~--~~
1360
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At times,Joshua
was not busy with
duties and work.
If it was daytime,
I
he would study
~
flowers and
--::- 1 ,'-~
plants.
1

"C/:::__

If it was nighttime,
Joshua loved to look up
at the stars. Sometimes
Joshua got in trouble
for gazing up at the
night sky long
after his
bedtime.
...--J...---1'"---..
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At seven
years, Joshua
was a normal and
'1
healthy boy of his time
and age. He was curious
and carefree.
~
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Joshua loved
to play with his
brother James.
They @) played
with blocks and
wood shavings in
the corner of the
family wood
shop.

With other children,
they sang songs and danced.
The children played at things their
parents did. They had play weddings
and play funerals. They knew few of
the team games we have today.

-71-

Early in summer Joshua was
playing up on the roof top. Suddenly,
a sandstorm blew from the east. The
hot winds hit Joshua as he climbed
down the steps. Sand got in his
eyes so he could not see.
He fell right off
the stairs. But
he was only
hurt a little.

---
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This year Joshua's second little
brother, Joseph, was born.

e$

At age seven,
Jewish children
began school at the
temple or synagogue.
Pupils sat on the floor in
a semicircle around
the chazan or
_r
teacher.
_µ--/~~ ...
They had
no books so the
~- ~
chazan read aloud.
The pupils learned by
--=-~
saying their lessons out loud,
over and over again. Children studied
only the Hebrew Scriptures until they
were thirteen years old. Joshua had
also learned to speak Greek and
Aramaic. Joshua was very eager to go
to school.
1362

God is love.

-73-

Soon Joshua was a master of
Hebrew. At times, he was asked to
read in the temple. Certain
Sabbath days he would
read out loud the
Hebrew Scriptures
at the synagogue.

Joshua was a
good student. The
1
chazan learned more ( \
from Joshua's searching
questions than he taught
the lad. But Joshua's real
education came from people.
He learned from mingling with
his fellows, all kinds. In time he
understood people all the way through
and deeply loved each and all of
them.
1362
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lt was a Jewish custom for each
child to pick a saying when he started
school. This saying was to guide the
pupil through all his days of studies at
the synagogue.
Joshua picked this saying from the
Scriptures.

~,rr
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The Spirit of God
•
is
upon me,
God has touched
me,
He has sent me to

bri;:::;::: ~ l -

brokenhearted,

·:_ 'i;\, ····

.:I~

''\\;j.)>i'.

And to set the
spiritual prisoners free.
1 11
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Nazareth was not too strict about
Jewish customs.
Nazareth was
liberal. It was a rule not to walk far
on the Sabbath. But at Nazareth,
Joseph took Joshua for Sabbath
walks.
J>/.,;
cP ...
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They would climb the high hill
near their house. And they would
look out afar.
~ ~~ ~
~~ , ,
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On clear days,
they could see to the
north. Snowy Mount · ·
Hermon raised its sparkling peak.
Far to the east was the River Jordan.

~
---

------------

~ --

Westward they
--:-~.::_- __ ----- ~~~~:}_:--:_=___ could see sailing
-- ships at sundown
on the ocean.
. . ~ ,~, ~- .,· ·
'

To the south
were Greek and
Roman cities.

~

~
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Joshua liked these
times in the countryside
with Joseph. They
~ studied the many
moods of
nature.
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Often, Joshua walked
~o~
to the town spring. It
// \"
was not far from his
__
u ,n•
.
.
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h~u:i:t all th;
and mothers m .
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Nazareth. These
,
women came to carry
water home and to talk
with friends as they filled
up their clay water jugs.
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At home, Joshua
learned to care
for the animals.
He learned how to
milk the family cow
and to make cheese.
He·learned to
weave. Soon he
was skilled at
working the loom.
1364

-78-

Near the flowing
spring Nathan's
fingers shaped the
soft clay. Joshua and
his close friend, Jacob,
liked to watch. Na than gave
the boys clay for play. He got the
lads to use their imaginations
in making things.
/;~:; ~

Joshua
and Jacob
had contests
to model the
best animals.

// / //(,,.-6"'
',/ .l'// , ' / ; ' 4 ',

, ., ,,,

_,, ,/

,

-

The lads wanted
to be potters
when they
grew up.
1364
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8

8

8

8
Joshua went to synagogue
school. He was not an unusual
pupil, but he did well. He did so well
that he was excused from class one
w:eek each month. So, every few
weeks he would visit his aunts and
. uncles.
One uncle was a fisherman
;/
who lived on the shore of the
/_,,_
Sea of Galilee. This aunt
/~
and uncle always
wanted Joshua
to come visit
them at the ·
seashore.
~~~~,
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Joshua shared time with
both aunts and uncles.
They were all dearly
fond of him.

1364
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Joshua had
a great liking
for anything musical.
He traded milk and cheese
for harp lessons. Later on, he got
. his friends interested in singing.
. By the time he was eleven, he was
really good on the harp. He would
play beautiful music for his family
and friends. ·

-827+1=8

2x4=8

10 - 7 = 3

9+3=12

During his eighth year Joshua
met an arithmetic teacher. Joshua
studied math for several years.
He learned much about
numbers and about
the distances
· between
different
places. And
how long and
wide or short
1 + 3 + 7 = 11
and thin things are.
\.

Joshua began to have much fun
with brother James. James learned
the alphabet from Joshua.
1364
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At school, Joshua asked lots and
lots of questions. Often his teachers
and parents did not know the answers.
He asked about the earth and the
stars. He wondered, why were some
places hot and others colder? Why did
it rain part of the year? Why
was it dry at other times?
Baby Simon was
born this year. Simon
was Joshua's third brother.
1365

Nahorwas a
teacher at the
big school in
Jerusalem. On
)J'
)/✓1
a trip to Galilee,
Nahor visited John the Baptist and
Joshua. What surprised Nahor was
how honest,yet different,Joshua was
about religious matters.
t

~

?

Nahor told Joshua's mom and dad
that the lad should come with him to
school at Jerusalem. Joseph and
Mary could not make up their minds.
So, Nahor asked to set it all before
Joshua to decide.
The lad listened very carefully.
He talked to his parents and to a
neighbor, Jacob, his playmate's dad.
Everyone had different ideas about
Joshua leaving with Nahor.

-85.,-.r'

Finally,
Joshua decided to
talk to his heavenly Father. The lad
was not perfectly sure of his heavenly
Father's answer, but Joshua felt he
should stay at home. His mother and
father loved him deeply. He decided
they could aid and teach him better
than strangers could. His parents
knew his depth, while strangers could
hardly truly know him.
N ahor and all the others there
marveled at Joshua's decision.
1365

At Nazareth Joshua learned about
being Jewish, also about the nonJewish people called gentiles. He
met all kinds of people from all
around the world.
If Joshua had gone to school at
Jerusalem or in Alexandria, he would
have learned only the Jewish ways.
But in Nazareth he learned many
ways.
1366

Joshua was hardly
ever seriously sick. He
and his brothers and sisters
got a little ill sometimes during this
year.

At age nine, Joshua continued in
school. He still earned one week a
month to visit his aunts
and uncles.

Some weeks
he would travel with
Joseph, his dad, to nearby cities. ·
1366
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One of the olden Scripture
rules says you shall make no idols
or images in place of God.
The Jewish teachers in
Joshua's day believed
that it was wrong to
draw any pictures
or even shape things
with clay. But Joshua
dared to draw anyway.

He spoke to his parents
so that they did not
mind his drawing
figures. But
one day, a
schoolmate
saw Joshua
drawing his
teacher, the chazan.
@

1366
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A group of elders
and teachers clearly
saw the charcoal
picture there on
the schoolroom
floor. They
went to
complain
and
accuse
Joseph.
Joshua ·
overheard
and resented
_
their blaming
his dad. So the ~~
lad marched right
in without fear and
-spoke up to the elders.

1
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Bravely, Joshua defended his right .
to draw and model things. Then,
standing in full self-control, he agreed
to do whatever his father decided in
this and like matters.
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The elders left Joshua's house in
silence. .
Macy thought it would be all right for
Joshua -to model and draw at home.
But Joseph felt he must keep the
teacher's view of the law. Joshua did
not think he had done wrong. It was
very hard for him to give up such
favorite fun. But he did.
From that day on, Joshua never
modeled nor drew as long as he lived
in his father Joseph's house.
1367
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When Joshua was nine, he and his
dad climbed Mount Tabor. From high
on top, it seemed they could
gaze across nearly the
whole wide earth.

OU

got !}!°;e~

8
~:~

workbench and tools.
He became a yoke maker.
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During one of
the coldest winters at
Nazareth, Joshua discovered ice.
How does water become solid ice,
or a liquid water, or a gas steam?

. " =

~~ I&~====::::.====

~~~~?
Joshua wondered
a lot how the physical world
is made up. Yet the personality of
young Joshua was actually the Creator
of all ice, steam, and water, the Maker
of a far wide universe.
1367
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Nazareth had mild
weather. It was hottest in
July and August (70° - 90° F).
January was the coldest month (50°).
In summer a cool sea breeze blew
from the west. But sometimes hot
winds rushed from the desert in the
east.
1

i

1

i

:

There were only two seasons in the
land where Joshua lived, dry or
rainy, summer or winter. Fresh
. showers fell from November
,l.p,®1,,~,;~ to April. By May, all the
land was a blooming
5
::;;_J?;__)1;- 't~ _/_)£
flower garden.
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Joshua learned
to harvest grain on his
uncle's farm~ He found out something
about each of the different types of
work people did at Nazareth. He even
learned metalwork at a
smith's shop when he
was much older.

There were
more travels with
Dad this year. The lad
grew in body and in mind,
in getting along with people,
and inside, in his soul.
1367 - 1368
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Joshua got along pretty well
with friends his own age. He felt
discouraged that these youngsters were
not faster thinkers.

Before the age often, Joshua became
the leader of seven boys. They formed a
sort of team to learn and earn the good
and right things of manhood. Joshua
· taught his seven friends these ideas:
RELIGIOUS -learning about the peace of God
within you. Does a piece of God live within you?
MEN~A~-using . your ~ind., . thinking,
remembering, ideas, feelings, and intuition.

PHYSICAL - Joshua showed these lads new
games and sports to play and share.
r

\.. Use your imagination, and draw the seven lads in this space .

In the summer of his tenth year,
Joshua first spoke to Joseph and Mary
about thoughts and feelings growing
inside of him about having an unusual
life mission. Joshua was becoming
more aware himself of his very special
mission on our planet Earth.
Joseph and Mary did not tell him
about being the Child of Promise, but
they did listen very carefully to all that
Joshua said.

. lr':

Questions,
------- . . .. ,
questions, a~d
/ /i;
~
more questions;
\, "'Nazareth was in a hubbub. . 1'~
/)11 .,•.:..__ . .
1~'···

r\ \\"',.c ,

~:,,Wt\"f~

••. .
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Jo shua asked more questions than
other children, but his playmates saw
nothing supernatural about Joshua. ·
He was mostly like themselves.
1368
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There was one
thing about Joshua
that was maybe the most
unusual of all. He would not
fight for his rights. This puzzled his
playfellows since Joshua was strongly
built for his age. At times older and
mean boys attacked Joshua. (They
heard he was so gentle.) · But Joshua's ·
buddy Jacob made it his business to
protect his friend Joshua.
Joshua's playmates really loved
him. He was so fair. Joshua led the
boys in Nazareth who stood for good.

1368 -1369
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At age 10, Joshua really liked to be
with older people. He liked to talk
over important things with older
minds. He was a keen and
deep thinker. This
charmed adults
into wanting
to visit with
Joshua. His
parents always
tried to get him
to play with the
children his own
age. But Joshua
enjoyed being with
older and wiser folks.

~~~~----~'E9J'UCY/.'TJO!J.{
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~ Joshua spent two

months with his uncle on
the Sea of Galilee. Joshua
was becoming a real fisherman.

Joshua got along fairly
well with his little sisters
and brothers. Most everyone
in Nazareth liked Joshua.
But some parents of
slower children
thought he was
too pert.

He was a born teacher.
Joshua just naturally led his
friends, even as he
played with them.
1369
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Early in Joshua's life, Joseph
taught Joshua many ways of earning
money or making a livelihood.
Galilee was rich with
--- ;~
farming villages. Also,

ma~f~~~:~1ii:
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For a while Joshua wanted
to be a fisherman
when he
grew
up.

1369

people.
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Working with Joseph led Joshua
to want to become a carpenter.

-103-

Wisely~ Joseph and Mary
did not treat Joshua as if he were
more special than his brothers and
sisters. They did not tell him that he
was a Child of Promise.
~
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This year Joshua spent much time "-.-~.-, \ i ,_--...,"""""in a caravan supply shop. Here he learned
about what went on all around the world.
1

This was the last year of youthful
joy and free play. Joshua had to be
more responsible from this year
forward.
1369 -1370
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Joshua's fourth little
brother, Jude, was born
this year. But Mary became
ill from childbirth. Joseph had to
stay home from work.
Joshua could
not go back to
the fun ways of
earlier days. He
was busy helping
out while his
mom was so
sick. More
and more
duties
came
to the
lad
from
now on.
1370
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Chazan ~· i
-_J ? spent extra f .-~ time helping
! ~.., Joshua to
_f '. master the
i c Scriptures .
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. f -~· But why was
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Joshua not
i ~ interested in ] :.
! : going to schoo] .·.-~~ ~
Ji - at Jerusalem? :i :~
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In early summer,
Joshua and his dad
traveled to a beautiful .
Greek city.
It happened to
be time for the
Greek games
at the huge
.........,,
•
open-air
arena~ (\ ~

~t ~ _. ,

Joshua \~\~ \
was thrilled to see these
Greek sports
and athletic skills.
He asked Joseph if they
could build such a place for
outdoor games at Nazareth. But
Greeks did not believe in the Jewish
religion or in the Jewish ceremonies.

-106For the first and only time ever,
Joseph got mad at Joshua, grabbed
his shoulder, and angrily told his son
not to speak of the Greek games ever
again. The lad was very
shocked and stung.
He simply said
.that he would
do as his father
ordered him.
Later on,
Joshua
~ . ~~~,· l~ learned
'-.\!
how very
;it
~~
much the
Jews disliked
these Greek ways.

/4'
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Joshua thought a lot.
He puzzled about how
to obey his duty to his
family and also obey
his mission to the world.
1370 - 1371

-107-

" ia ,a. ,a.
51 1Cl,

~

13.

This was a very
full and busy year
for Joshua. He went
on in school. He never
tired of studying nature. He
learned even more of the ways
people earn a living. He
now did steady work
in the family wood
shop. And he was
allowed to take
care of the
money he
earned. It
was unusual
for a Jewish child
to have his own money.
So Joshua kept this a family
secret. He learned to make less
trouble in the village by keeping
secret those things people would
misunderstand.
1371
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Many times this year
-._Joshua was unsure of his special
mission on earth. It was hard for
his human mind to grasp that he was
God and man together as one person.
From now on Joshua got along
_better and better with his
sisters and brothers.
He tried to feel
what it was
like to be
in the ·
other's
place. He
planned for their
happiness. He had
great times with everyone,
except for some trouble
with his brothers,
------Joseph and
Jude.
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It was not
,
. easy rearing the
Child of Promise.
Mary and Joseph
deserve very much praise
for being so good and
wise to Joshua.
They saw more
and more that
their oldest
son was
superhuman.
But they lived
and died without
knowing he was the
Maker of the universe
~
and of them.
·
t ~J
f1
This year Joshua
Jstudied music more
than ever. At home
he held school for his
brothers and sisters.

1

1372

·· Sometimes
after nightfall
Joshua overheard
his parents talking ~~~~~
-~~~-~•
while they thought
he was asleep.
He found out that
Joseph and Mary
had different
ideas about his
mission on earth.
Joshua came to
agree with his dad's
view. Mary's feelings
were hurt. She understood
less and less of her favorite son's
mission.
Joseph believed Joshua
would become a spiritual king, not a
worldly king.
But Joseph died before he saw
Joshua's mission in full.

. -111-

It was a
Jewish custom
to touch a bit of
paper (called parchment)
nailed to the doorpost. Each
time someone walked in or out of the
· house, he or she would touch this
piece of parchment and kiss the same
finger. That person would then say
some words that God should keep him
or her safe.
To Joshua, this parchment seemed
like an idol. His teachers said it was
wrong to draw any picture. · People
might worship a picture or idol and
even ask it for help instead of asking
God.
1372
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But was it less wrong to seek God's
favor by touching the doorpost?

After hearing
Joshua's view,
Joseph agreed
with him and
took down the
doorpost piece
of parchment.

Slowly,
Joshua changed
his family's way
of prayer and
religious customs.
This was allowed since
Nazareth was rather liberal.
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_;:~- For several

years, Joshu~ felt
much trouble of mind between
what his parents said was right and
what he thought was right.
_____A~-

He always had to adjust or change
his views of religion to meet the
customs of people around him.

/n

There were two mighty rules
Joshua's mind,
/ /

1.) Be loyal to what you deeply

believe is true.
2.) Honoryour
father and mother.

-

/
O

71

Joshua worked
every day to blend
/
these two rules
together.
.
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Joshua's voice -::
became deeper this 1 •., .••. •• • • ~~
year. He started to
.- .,,.--- _,, ·~·~· :.·. -. - ~~L· ·
change from boy to man.
· -In winter, brother Amos was born.
Baby Ruth was yet to come.
Joshua surely had a big
family to care for when
his father died the next year. .
Soon Joshua became set in his
human mind. He was on earth to
serve man, to show him God. Great
decision plans formed in Joshua's
mind.
To others, he seemed an
average Jewish lad. But imagine the
angels and other high beings above us
looking on with amazement!
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GRADUATION
This spring, there came a
great day for the Nazareth
family. Joshua finished at the
synagogue school. Joseph and
Mary's firstborn child was now
called a son of the Most High, a
worker of the Lord.
Despite Joshua's unusual
ways, even the elders and
teachers ·were proud of the lad.
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They planned for him next
to go to school at Jerusalem.
But Joshua sensed he would
not be going away to school.
/
/
/ He never thought that his
father would soon be killed.
Joshua would have to care for
his . mother and brothers and
sisters.
And Joshua did become a
loving and wise father to his
suddenly sad family.
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By now, Joshua was almost a young
man. ·He was ready to celebrate his
very first Passover. .

'Iraaition says tliat long ago, in tlie
Cana of 'Egypt a{{ tlie firstborn 6oy 6a6ies
aiea of a aeaa[y sic(ness. 9'et a{{ tlie Jewisli .
6a6ies Civea. 'Iliey were ''passea over," wliue •
tlie 'Egyptian 6a6ies aiea. 'Ifie Jewisli fo{R.§
6eCievea tliat (joa was punisliing tlie
'Egyptian R.i,ngs wlio maae s{aves of tlie
Jewisli peop{e. 'Eacli year tlie Jewisli or
:J{e6rew peop{e ce{e6rate tliis "P.9l.SSO'V'E9('
witli a specia{ supper ana songs.
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Joshua went with over a hundred
people from Nazareth to Jerusalem for
the Passover feast and fun.
1374
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The new ruler would not notice
Joshua. It had been twelve years
since horrible Herod had tried to
kill baby Joshua.
Joshua and his family went
south along the Jordan
River valley. They
passed an olden
village. Joshua
heard a story
about a very
beautiful
Jewish
girl. He
heard about
the olden prophets,
Elisha, Saul, and King
David. These travelers
passed the Greek city where
Joshua and his dad visited. But
they did not talk about the time Joshua

-119- .
had wanted to bring the Greek games
back to Nazareth. Mary did not
know about this.

Soon the road
went down to the
warm and crooked
Jordan River.
Joshua gazed with wonder
~~
at the sparkling and
rippling water.
: q ,"-"""""

Joshua saw fields
of grain and beautiful
pink flowers. He could
see snowy Mount Hermon
far to the north. Soon they
came to a bubbling spring.
1374

That night
they camped
under the stars.
The next day
they journeyed
on. Joshua
learned more
about ancient times.
The third day they went to Jericho.
Joshua heard about the olden Joshua
he was named after.
As they came closer to Jerusalem,
Joshua's heart beat fast.
He was
excited to be so near the holy city. On
the hilly slopes was the village called
Bethany.
1374 -1375
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Here Joshua
and his family
rested. Joshua ·
made .some new
friends about his
age-Mary,Martha
and Lazarus. Later
in his life, Joshua
stopped at this home
many times.
·
_ Soon they stood on
a little hill called Olivet.
Here he looked out upon the
holy city for the very first time.
It was the greatest human thrill
for Joshua to look at Jerusalem with
its fancy palaces and temple.

~

Draw something about Joshua's trip to Jerusalem in the spaces on these two pages.
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After many years passed, Joshua
stood in this same place, Olivet, and
shed tears. One day this city would
send this prophet away-Joshua, the
greatest heavenly teacher.
Now at Jerusalem, Joshua had
never seen so many, many people.
Pilgrims had come here from all
over the world.
1375

\... Are you reading this? God bless you.
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Soon they found the place where
the Nazareth family would spend the
nights at Jerusalem. Everyone was
getting ready for the Passover.
Joshua and Joseph had time to walk
around a while.

At first, Joshua was too busy
thinking about all that he saw to ask
any questions. Later, he did ask his
father why so many helpless animals
were being killed here. But Joseph
could not give a very good answer.
1375-1376
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On the day before the Passover
festivities, a flood of God's love swept
into Joshua's mind. He felt deeply
sorry for the very many people in the
big city of Jerusalem. They really did
not know what they were doing by
paying money to the priests who then
killed so many helpless animals.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Why did the Jewish priests kill or sacrifice animals
at the temple?
There was an olden belief that making such a sacrifice would win God's favor or
mercy. This is not true; sacrificing animals does not please God, p. 124.

2. Why did Joshua's dad, Joseph, get mad after the Greek
games at the open-air sports arena?
The Jewish people regarded these Greek customs as very much against the Jewish
religion. Joseph did not want his son to hold such "un-Jewish" ideas. This was
the only time ever that Joshua's dad got mad at him, p. 106.

3. What did Joshua keep in mind when he had to decide
between what his parents told him and what he thought
was right?
Joshua was troubled by such conflicts, but he tried to be loyal to what he deeply
believed and also honor his mother and father, p. 113.
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That very night and for the first
time in his life a heavenly messenger
spoke to Joshua. The heavenly voice
said that the time had come for
Joshua to begin to be about his
heavenly Father's business.

Before
Joshua was
even thirteen
years old, he had
to begin ruling our
universe-the very
universe that Joshua
and the Mother Spirit had
made long ago before he came to
planet Earth to live as a human being.

-126It is hard even for angels to
understand how God could become a
human, a young boy named Joshua
hen Joseph. But on this boy's
shoulders rested the responsibility of
the whole universe.

Joshua's
childhood is
rapidly ending.
The Nazareth lad is
now becoming the adolescent
Jesus who in future years is ever
more aware that he is truly God and
man combined in one single person.
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Joshua's
,l
first view of
r .,
Jerusalem was ~tH
the most humanly
thrilling experience of his
life on earth. But on their way
through the temple areas, it shocked
Jesus that his mother was not allowed
to come with him. He resented this
unfairness, that his mother and all of
the other women had to go to a
separate gallery for the women.
1tli
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When
/
Jesuslooked
\7
at the temple
grounds, he was
sickened by what he saw.
There were people buying and selling
animals to be killed by the priests.
There were painted women, money
changers-the gory and bloody hands
of the priests. This spiritual ugliness
was more than the nature-loving lad
could stand. He begged his dad to take
him away. So Joseph took Joshua on
a walk to see other sights in the city.
t
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Jesus went through the ceremonies
at the temple for the boys his age to
become young men. Joshua was
disappointed with many of the rituals.
He was especially upset about the
Jewish belief that God becomes angry.
Even if someone does wrong, . Jesus
believed that his Father in heaven
loves without anger, without ever,
ever getting mad or vengeful.
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That evening Jesus went to Bethany
to celebrate the Passover. After the
dinner of bitter herbs and lamb meat,
Jesus began to think of how to celebrate
the Passover without killing a lamb.
That night he did not sleep well. He
had scary dreams about animals being
slaughtered. Many of the ceremonies
and teachings at the temple did not
make any sense to Joshua. He was
upset.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What happened at the temple that upset Joshua?
The women were treated unfairly. There was the babble of money changers
overcharging the poor people for sacrificial animals they bought. There was the
bleating of sheep and the cries of dying animals. There were painted women or
courtesans parading about and others selling their wares in a marketplace-like
atmosphere. All of this seemed to profane the heavenly Father's temple, p. 128.

2. What happened to Joshua's mom, Mary, when they entered
the temple courts?
His mother was not allowed to go on with the men; she had to go to a special gallery
· or balcony for the Jewish women, p. 127.

3. What disappointed Joshua about the temple ceremonies?
Joshua found the rituals beautiful and symbolic, but he thought they taught wrong
ideas about God. Joshua refused to believe that the loving heavenly Father ever
gets vengeful or angry, p. 129.
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JOSBUA GETS LEFT BEHIND
Early the next week Joseph began
the journey back to Nazareth with the
men. Mary traveled with the women.
Mary thought Joshua was with
Joseph and the men, while Joseph
thought Joshua was with Mary and
the women. Joshua was left behind!
He was busy at the discussions
about angels at the temple. He did not
know he had been left behind until
later. Soon Joseph and Mary realized
Joshua was missing. They returned to
Jerusalem, but could not find him.
Joshua had gone to spend the night
with his friends at Bethany.
The next two days Joshua went
again to the temple discussions. He
asked many challenging but fair
questions. Since Joseph and Mary did
not go to the discussion groups, they
did not find Jesus. They were very
worried.
1380-1381
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At the temple discussions, Jesus
asked many questions:
What is behind the veil or curtain covering
the temple doorway?
Why are unholy activities allowed at the
heavenly Father's temple?
Why are the women separated from the
men at the temple?
• If God is a Father who loves his children,
why are animals killed as sacrifices?
Will the Messiah be a king on a throne or
a spiritual leader?

Everyone there was amazed by
Jesus' questions.
[D,aw a oolored pictme here.

J

Again he slept at Bethany. He
spent his evenings praying alone in
the garden. The next day he went to
the temple again. The teachers were
amazed by how well he knew the
Scriptures, both in Hebrew and in
Greek.
The leader of the temple
discussions even invited Joshua to
come up and tell the group his own
rns2
views on prayer and worship.
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The loving way that Jesus asked
his questions allowed him to both
challenge his teachers and suggest his
own ideas. He was humorous yet
wise. He did not try to win an
argument unfairly.
While searching for Joshua,
Joseph and Mary heard about a lad
who challenged the teachers. They
did not know this lad was Joshua. As
they searched the temple courts,
imagine how surprised they were to
hear his voice and see their son sitting
among the temple teachers!
Joseph and Mary had been very
worried about their missing son.
When Mary saw Joshua, she rushed
up to him and accused him of
deserting his parents. It was a tense
moment!
Honestly and wisely,
Joshua replied that he was about his
heavenly Father's business. He
handled the situation well. Soon they
all traveled back to Nazareth together.

-134,,..,.....
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Joshua found ways to obey his Father in heaven
and also obey his mother and father on earth.
1383-1384
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JESUS' DAD DIES
· As Joshua got older, he was more
often called Jesus rather than by his
childhood name of Joshua. The next
two years were the very hardest in
Jesus' whole life. He
had the same troubles
and problems
that
•
any growing
\\11
teenager has, 3·0 < ·
and more.
lj
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When Joshua
was fourteen, a
runner brought
·-.-:" -·.- _:...~- .~
the unhappy
',:, _,, '•, ., \ .
11 /<
news that Joseph · :
had been hit by a
,
falling derrick.
..___,. \\ I
Joseph died before
~ ,.,
any of the family
could get there.
To . make matters
~-~~~
worse, Joseph's boss
refused to pay any of the money owed
to the family. They were very sad.
Ii.
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1386-1393
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Now Jesus had to earn a living for
his mom and all his brothers and
sisters. He helped Mother-Mary when
she gave birth to baby Ruth. Jesus
was a good provider. He was generous
but careful with money.
Sometimes Joshua was very
confused during his teens. Sometimes
he read the Scriptures at synagogue
services on the Sabbath. Always he
took loving care of his family.
Joshua and his family were very
poor, nearly penniless. Their food and
clothes were plain and simple. Jesus
spent nearly all his days toiling at the
workbench. But his carpentry was so
good that he always had plenty of
work. The family practiced frugality;
they made do with less. Each of the
older kids had a little garden. Before
long, they had three cows, four sheep,
chickens, a donkey, and a dog.
IJ

1394-1400
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-137JESUS AS FATHERBROTHER
111y~\{

Jesus spent every possible hour
with his brothers and sisters. In those
days Jewish girls did not ordinarily go
to school. But Jesus conducted classes
at home just for his sisters, Miriam,
Martha, and Ruth. After Joseph died,
Jesus stayed home as father to his
family. He did not get to go study
at the big school
at Jerusalem.
Soon,·~
death struck
the Nazareth
family again.
Little brother
Amos, almost
_ .. . .
five ' became •--~--~:f<. :/<.,/
,._.-:
very sick and
· ~~~
died after one
week of fever.
. .

:'·:·'

.. ,

-138-

Jesus taught his seven brothers
and sisters positively-what to do,
never negatively-what not to do.
They had periodic Family Meetings.
Jesus began wise discipline when the
kids were very young . . This meant
they hardly ever were punished.
Except for Jude, they nearly always
did what they were asked. Jude got in
trouble sometimes. He was only
punished if all the older kids,
including Jude himself, agreed on it.
The children adored their fatherbrother and felt he was flexible and
fair with them.
tJ 1 ) 1 This year, his
·. ·. J. nineteenth, Jesus had
.~ /~ · · ~; to give up the fun of
i playing music. He had
· to sell .his harp in order
to pay for Jude to go to
school. At least now
the tax collector could
not take Joshua's harp.
c.'

•

f?

1401-1402, 1410,1484,1494
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BEBECCA
In Nazareth there
lived a girl named Rebecca.
· She was very fond of Jesus. He
was such a strong young man, so
handsome and wonderful that
seventeen-year-old Rebecca fell in love
with Jesus. It did not matter that
Rebecca's father was rich and Jesus
was poor. Rebecca's dad, Ezra, agreed
to pay support for Jesus' family so he
could wed Rebecca. Rebecca wanted to
marry Jesus. First she talked to his
sister Miriam. Miriam talked to
Mary, then Mary and Miriam talked
to Rebecca. ·As you can imagine, Mary
did not want to lose Jesus.
Rebecca went to Jesus directly. He
listened carefully and was very
grateful for her affection. He said it
would cheer and comfort him always.
His duty to his family came first. And
becoming a son of destiny might not
allow him to get married.
1402-1403
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Rebecca was brokenhearted. She
was so sad that she got her dad · to
move with her to another town. In
after years, Rebecca would not marry
any of the men who wanted to marry
her. She followed Jesus devotedly all
of his life. She even stood near his
cross when he was put to death,years
later. To Rebecca, as to countless
persons on high, Jesus was "the one
altogether lovely and the greatest
among ten thousand."

-141QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Why would becoming a son of destiny prevent Jesus from
marrying Rebecca?
Before living as a human being, Michael, our Creator Son, made an agreement with
his heavenly Father not to have children on earth. Maybe he did not get married
because the purpose of marriage is to have children. In a sense we might think
of Michael as already married to the Universe Mother Spirit. Just because Jesus
was single does not mean we should be. Jesus taught that marriage is honorable
and is to be wanted by all men and women. It is God's desire that when young
people leave their mothers and fathers, they should get married, establish loving
homes, and find their highest service and joy in rearing children as partners with
God, p. 139 (1839). Jesus exalted family life as the highest human duty (1581). A
child's first ideas of the heavenly Father come from his or her human father (1922).

2. How did Rebecca feel toward Jesus before she talked to
him about marriage? How did she feel afterwards?
It seems that Rebecca was in love with Jesus both before · and after she spoke to
him. She was heartbroken when Jesus did not agree to marry her. She must have
continued to love him very much since she would marry no one else, and followed
him all of his life, and stood near his cross at his death, p. 140.

3. Why do you imagine Joshua's early teens were the hardest
time in his whole life on earth?
The teens are especially hard for most youngsters. Rapid physical and mental growth,
peer pressure, and the sexual development of puberty are all challenging. In addition,
Jesus experienced poverty, the death of his father, and the death of Amos. He cared
for his mom and brothers and sisters as a father would. His concern and confusion
about what his mission on earth would be must have been great. What would it
mean to be Son of Man and Son of God all in one short lifetime? p. 135.

4. Why did Jesus conduct classes at home just for his sisters?
Synagogue school did not allow girls to attend. Jesus truly believed in the spiritual
equality of women and men despite the backward thinking of his times. He wanted
to be sure that his sisters had the advantages of an education just as his brothers
did, p.137 (1396, 1401).

5. If one of the children, such as Jude, broke a family rule,
what had to happen before he was punished?
Jude had to agree willingly to the fairness of the punishment, and all the older kids
had to agree unanimously before the punishment was inflicted on Jude, p. 138. Does
this mean, if Jude did not agree, he would not be punished?

6. If Joshua loved music, why did he stop playing his harp?
He loved his brother Jude so much that he sold his harp so they would have enough
money to pay for Jude to go to school, p. 138.

-142QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

7. Why did Joshua's brothers and sisters think he was so fair
and considerate of them when he took Joseph's place as father
to the family?
Jesus never punished any child arbitrarily. Often he conferred with the whole family
or had a Family Meeting. He spent lots of time with each of them and was always
refreshingly adaptable. He was activated by the spirit of justice. He did not play
favorites. He was equally fair and considerate to each of his brothers and sisters,
p. 138.

8.

Was Joshua ever confused during his teens?

Yes, he had all the confusion of any teenager plus some. Jesus had more weighty
and confusing problems to solve than any teenager ever did or will have. He had
to make sense out of the heavenly helper's visit to him in Jerusalem telling him to
be about his heavenly Father's business. Yet he reasoned that the watchcare of his
earthly family must come first. He was also confused about what passages of Scripture
might refer to his mission on Earth. While reading at the library he found a story
about the "Son of Man" who left the heavenly glory of the Father of all people to
come to earth and bring salvation to humans. Jesus decided he was not the Jewish
Messiah of Hebrew Scriptures but, rather, this "Son of Man," p.136.

9. How did it happen that Mary and Joseph left Joshua
behind in Jerusalem when they started back to their home
in Nazareth?
On the trip back to Nazareth the men and women did not travel together. Joseph
thought that Joshua was with his mom and the women, while Mary thought Joshua
was with his dad and the men, p. 131.

10. At the temple discussions, how did Joshua ask his questions
of the Jewish teachers there?
Joshua taught his ideas by the wise, humorous questions he would ask. For example,
"Since the temple is for worship of the heavenly Father, why are moneychangers
and traders allowed to profit there?" He challenged the teachers without being rude,
p. 132.

n

What were some of the ideas Joshua was suggesting in
the questions he asked at the temple discussion groups?
He suggested that men and women are equal in the eyes of God and should not be
separated at the temple. He suggested that God, who is LOVE, would not approve
of the killing of animals to gain his favor. He suggested that the Messiah should
be a spiritual teacher and not a king of earthly power, p. 132.

12. What is a Family Meeting?
For Jesus' family, prayer time was the chance to discuss anything and everything
having to do with the welfare of the family. In these Family Meetings or family
conferences it seems that decisions were made unanimously-by consensus. Family
councils were a time for group prayer and to talk freely about anything at all.

-143-

JJ~~®~~

£®®I11rJ11@®®
Jude Makes Trouble
As the years passed, Jesus' family
was no longer so poor. It was his
custom to take each one of his
brothers down to Jerusalem for the
Passover.
Since Jude had just
graduated from synagogue school, it
was his turn to go with Jesus. When
they arrived, ·the sight of the temple
at Jerusalem thrilled Jude in his soul.
Soon they met their friend
Lazarus, and while Jesus was talking
to him, a Roman guard said some rude
words to a nearby Jewish girl. Jude
got hot with anger. Before Jesus could
stop him, Jude let some resentful
words ·fly near the guard. The Roman
soldier arrested Jude at once and
hauled him off to prison.
1415-1416

-144Jude had to stay
in jail and miss the
celebrations. Jesus
was so kind that he
stayed with Jude
at the prison the
entire time.
Jesus appeared
before the judge
two days later
and spoke for
Jude. After
Jesus' apology
and explanation,
the judge let Jude
go but warned that
Jude would be a trouble-maker.

Back in Nazareth Jesus did not tell
the family about Jude's arrest. Jesus
waited three weeks and then had a
long talk with Jude. After this talk
Jude himself told the family. Jude
never forgot the patience and
kindness Jesus showed to him during
this trying ordeal with the Romans.
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''Uncle Joshua''

~

Draw something about the caravan repair shop in this space

As time passed, Jesus was able to buy
a caravan repair shop so the family could
earn more money. Children were always
· welcome at the repair shop. Jesus had
sand and blocks and stones next to the
shop for the children to play with. Lots of
kids came there to play. Some would peek
into the shop to see if Jesus was busy.
The kids would ask, "Uncle Joshua,
come and tell us a big story." They would
.tug at his hands and lead him outside to
sit on the favorite rock. The youngsters .
would sit on the ground around him.
One or two little ones would climb up
and sit on his knees. The little folks
greatly enjoyed their Uncle Joshua.
1416

They would look up in wonder at the
many changes in his face as he told a
story. Sometimes his stories were about
animals and nature or about one of his
trips to Jerusalem. The kids would
laugh and laugh heartily. The children
loved Jesus, and Jesus dearly loved the
children.
Jesus loves you.
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Anaxandand
the Mean Boss

One time Jesus was traveling with two
friends from the land of India, Gonad and
Gonad's teenage son, Ganid. They were
about to sail across the Mediterranean Sea
to Rome. But they had to stay in port
while their boat was being fixed. A huge
steering paddle had to be replaced so· it
would not break on the trip. Since Jesus
was a carpenter, he volunteered to help
build a new steering paddle.
1430
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One day Jesus was working on the
new paddle with a young Greek fellow
named Anaxand. Anaxand became
interested in Jesus' words about how
the Father in heaven really cares about
his children on earth. Anaxand asked,
"If the Gods really care about me, why
don't they take away the mean and
· unfair boss of this workshop?"

-149Jesus answered, "Since you know
the ways of fairness and kindness,
maybe the Gods have brought this
cruel boss near so that you can show
him the better way to live. I believe
the goodness in you could overcome
the badness in him if you gave it an
honest chance. No adventure is more
thrilling than to become partners with
God's loving spiritual energy and
divine truth when they struggle and
overcome evil."
"The mean boss's
need should challenge
you. Surely you are
not a coward who
stands by on shore
while someone
who cannot swim
drowns? Certainly
. . _,

~~r;r!;~~J!E~ss sJfr:~______..

is worth much
~ :.:
more than his body
:__
drowning in water!" ___-_·__- - - ~

c-----:=:,=
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Anaxand was moved by Jesus'
words. Soon he told the mean boss
what Jesus had said. That night both
Anaxand and his boss talked with
Jesus about the welfare of their souls.
In later years Anaxand and the
boss became outstanding members of
the Christian church. When the
Romans were killing Jews by the
thousands, Anaxand died while he
helped the suffering and the dying.
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The Drunkard and the
Slave Girl
· Jesus continued sailing with his
friends from India, Gonad and Ganid.
One day on the island of Crete, a
drunken bozo was attacking a slave
girl right there on the public roadway.
When Jesus saw the girl being
attacked, he rushed forward and drew
the maiden away from the crazy
drunkard. The scared girl clung to
Jesus. Meanwhile Jesus held the
madman at a safe distance with his
powerful outstretched right arm.
While Jesus held him, the drunkard.
beat the air with his fists until the
poor fell ow became totally tired.
· Jesus did not hit the drunken
madman but let him go. Ganid
thought the drunkard should have
been hit as many times as he hit the
slave girl. Jesus had a hard time
trying to explain to Ganid why he did
not hit the madman.

-152-

Jesus and his friends did not speak
the girl's language. But she was thankful
for their help. Jesus, Ganid, and Gonad
all took the girl to her home.
1436-1437

-153QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What did Jesus do when they saw the madman attacking
the slave girl?
Jesus rushed forward and protected the girl by holding the madman safely away
with his powerful extended right arm, p. 151.

2. How come Jesus did not hit the drunken bozo?
If Jesus had punched the drunkard, that would have been like judging the man and
deciding what punishment the man deserved. Two punches? Ten? One hundred?
Jesus taught that judging is best left to a group to decide, not an individual. True
fairness or justice is more fairly decided by an unbiased group like a jury, or a family,
never by a single person. So it would have been unfair for Jesus to hit the man
without the drunkard having a fair trial, pp. 151-152 (1146).

3. When little children visited Jesus' caravan repair shop,
what happened?
Some of the children would peek inside the shop to see if Jesus was not busy. Then
they would ask him to come out and tell them a big story. The children learned
to laugh and to laugh heartily, p. 145-146.

4. In what ways was Jesus considerate of Jude when he was
thrown in prison by the Roman soldier?
Jesus stayed with Jude at the prison and missed the Passover festivities. He spoke
to the judge and got Jude released as soon as possible. Jesus did not punish Jude
or love him any less. Jesus was patient and waited three weeks to have a heartto-heart talk with Jude. After this talk, Jesus left it up to Jude to tell the rest
of the family about his arrest and going to jail, p. 144.

5. What did Jesus teach Anaxand while they toiled in the
shipyard on the steering paddle?
Jesus suggested to Anaxand that the heavenly Father is interested ip the welfare
of his children on earth. Jesus taught this Greek that the goodness in him was
more powerful than the evil in his cruel boss. Jesus helped Anaxand to see the
mean boss as his brother drowning in his own negativity. Jesus challenged Anaxand
to master ·the situation by reaching out and attempting to save this cruel brother's
soul floundering in spiritual darkness, pp. 148-150 (1430).

6.

WbY did Anaxand say Go~ instead of God?

Anaxand was a Greek, and the Greeks believed that there were many Gods, not
just one heavenly Father. Although the heavenly Father has divine children who
are also Creators or Gods such as Jesus, we as humans always experience these
Gods as ONE. Our heavenly Parent may have many parts, but we experience the
oneness of God, p. 148 (95, 380).

7. To what did Jesus compare Anaxand's mean boss?
Jesus compared the cruel foreman of the shop to a man drowning in the sea while
Anaxand stood on the seashore looking on, p. 149.
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MORE ADVENTURES
1 ,~
After traveling all around the
Mediterranean Sea, Jesus bid an
affectionate fare well to Ganid and
Gonod and headed back to ~
ff
Galilee. Next, Jesus began to ,.,. J
plan for his public work- _ ~ -showing the way of God to
all people who
were truly
~
: _ , ..--..-,....'"-__A!,·, _

int;;~;d. ::·r"?v~.~ ~;;,'.>t• ·tl:.r~•··;·j~c,i. .·

exc1t1ng ~~~l~ ,1~~~
~
· · ··
things in
~ . , ~€~ · ~-~ . -. .
Jesus' life ~~-_:~:-~e--- - ~~~- 5 ~~ -·
happened during this time -=- · ~
before he became a public minister. ·
For a while he was a caravan driver.
He safely led hundreds of people and
camels and goods across deserts and
hills and valleys to Lake U rmia and
on to the Caspian Sea in the Middle
East. When he returned, he climbed
Mount Hermon where he finished
earning his right to rule our universe.
!!..Si.L.:... .,.

.-:=::

..

-156EARNING THE RIGHT TO RULE
Each Creator Son and Daughter is allwise and all-loving and all-powerful. Each
Michael Son works in equal partnership
with a Mother Spirit to make a universe
filled with stars, planets, people, nature,
and many other wonders. The heavenly
Father asks each Creator Son to earn the
right to rule his own universe.
I

Michael, our Creator Son, seven different
times became one of his own creatures. He
became a human being, an angel, and five
other types of beings. In this way the
Creator learns even more about what it is
like to live as a creature. In this way
Michael learned to be very sympathetic to
human beings like you and me.
No one understands how God can become
a human being. Only God knows. Jesus
learned what our human lives are like by
actually living a human life here on planet
Earth. By living as the human Jesus,
Michael learned to be even more sympathetic
and understanding of us. He actually earned
the right to rule over his own planets and
moons and stars and people that he and
the Mother Spirit have made.
368-369, 1308-1319, 1395
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BAPTISM and REBIRTH
Baptism is a ceremony where a
minister or priest pours water on a
person's head or briefly dunks him or
her under the water.
The water of
baptism stands for the cleaning of a
person's soul and the opening of a
person's heart to the Spirit of God.
When a person truly opens his mind to
God's way this is called "rebirth" or being
"born again"-awakened to God's love.
Rebirth is a spiritual experience. It can
happen without water being poured on a
person's head. The water is symbolic of
God's spirit of love being poured out on
the seeker.

One day while traveling, Jesus met
up with his old childhood buddy, John
the Baptist. John had been preaching
and baptizing people in the River
Jordan. That is how John got his
name, Baptist. Before long Jesus was
baptized by John. As Jesus came up
from the water, the voice of God spoke.
After his baptism Jesus went off
into the wilderness alone to think
about his future work of showing
people God's 1ove.
1509-1523
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And God said,

"THIS IS MY BELOVED SON
IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED."
--------------.\___./

During his farty days in the
wilderness Jesus decided not to use
any of his divine powers to "wow"
people. He decided to live in the
normal earthly way. He decided not to
become the kind of Messiah the
Jewish people expected. He would not
. become like a king on a throne. He
would be a truth teller abiding by the
heavenly Father's will at all times.

-159The APOSTLES

and
TEACHERS

After returning from the wilderness
after his baptism, Jesus spent time in
Galilee. Here he chose his followers
or apostles. These were the twelve
men who learned from Jesus how to
share the gospel-the good news that
God truly loves everyone of us.
These twelve apostles were simply
ordinary men, married and unmarried,
schooled and unschooled, boat builders,
rugged fishermen, money collectors,
and merchants.
Later on, after Jesus and the twelve
men had been preaching for awhile, Jesus
also chose twelve women teachers.
1524-1567

-160-

\~
-~
,....... _

~,:c;:,;~'.

:~I<CZ,

.

-161APOSTLES
AND
TEACHERS
Andrew
Simon Peter
James Zebedee
John Zebedee
Philip
Nathaniel
Matthew
Thomas
James Alpheus
Judas Alpheus
Simon the Zealot
Judas Iscariot.

Susanna
Joanna
Elizabeth
Martha
Rachel
Nasanta
Milcha
Ruth
Celta
Agaman
Rebecca of Arimathea
· Mary Magdalene

Women were not treated very well ·
in Jesus' day. But Jesus treated the
women equal to the .men as spiritual
leaders. He made it so the women
teachers took charge of their own
business.
Since women could not go
everywhere that men could go, Jesus
left it up to the twelve women to
decide where Jesus taught on the
Sabbath. The women chose a place
where women could go and join in.
1670-1680

-162QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. How did Jesus treat women?
Jesus treated women as spiritually equal to men. In Jesus' time women were treated
so unfairly that a man was not supposed to say ''hello" to his wife in public. Jesus
· dared to take women along as teachers even though the Jewish leaders taught that
it was better for the Scriptures to be burned than given to women, p. 161 (1671).

2. What is the difference between Jesus' public ministry and
his personal ministry?
In Jesus' personal ministry he gave help to one person at a time. While he was traveling
with Gonod ·and Ganid, he saved the slave girl attacked by the drunkard. In his
public ministry, Jesus preached to large crowds or multitudes, p. 151.

3. What is rebirth?
Rebirth is knowing God's love. Jesus taught that to be reborn you must take the
trusting attitude of a little child and have faith in God. Being reborn is accepting
that you are a daughter or a son of God, with everlasting life. The proof that you
are reborn is that you truly love one another, p. 157 (1576, 1601).
·

4. What did it mean for Jesus to earn the right to rule his
own universe?
The heavenly Father wants his Creator Sons to fully know the ways of his own
creatures-the human beings a Michael Son and Mother Spirit create'. To live as
a creature, to incarnate, is the best way to really get to know them and sympathize
with them. So the heavenly Father requires that each Creator Son become a better
ruler of his creatures by actually living as some of his creatures, p. 156.

5. Why does the Creat()r Son and not the Creative Daughter
or .Mother Spirit incarnate as the creature?
Although Michael and our universe Mother Spirit are equal, they are different. They
do different things for each other (236, 368-369). Since the Mother Spirit is everywhere
in our universe at once, she does not incarnate. Since Michael can be in only one
place at a time, it is he who incarnates as a local person like Jesus of Nazareth.

6. What is a spirit or spirit being?
Spirits are invisible beings like angels or other heavenly helpers. When we die and
reawaken on the higher worlds among the stars, we will be able to see spirits. Although
we humans are not able to see spirits, they are beautiful and real beings who can
see, hear, smell, taste, feel, think, touch, talk, move, laugh, and love. Spirits have
more feelings, senses, and abilities than we do. Spirits can choose to go God's way
just like we can. Spirit beings enjoy music, art, play, good humor, and a thousand
things we do not even know about. Spirits help us in ways we are not aware of.
In heaven we will become good friends with many spirits.

7. Do you have to be baptized in order to go to heaven?
Baptism may be a beautiful and symbolic ritual that many people want or enjoy. It ·
is purely material and has nothing to do with being accepted into the family of God.
What gets you into heaven is your sincere desire to find God-living faith.
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BEALING by FAITH
After Jesus began his public
teaching, many sick and unhappy
people came to him for help and
healing. Jesus was so compassionate
that he sometimes used his divine
powers to heal people instantly if they
only trusted God-had faith.
Faith is alive.
Faith is reasonable.
Faith is beyond reason.
Faith is an experience.
Faith is more than belief
Faith is available to anyone.
Faith is a gift from God.
Faith is like the sails on a ship.
Faith is like the trust a little child
has in her loving parents.
Faith is accepting that you are a
son or daughter of God.

To the sincere people who asked
Jesus for healing, he never said no. He
always said yes.

1137, 1537, 1512, rn10, 1643, 1166
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During Jesus' travels he and his
apostles visited a small city in Galilee
called Iron. Jesus volunteered to work
underground in the dark iron mines,
digging for ore with the other miners.
Jesus spread the happy message of
God's love for people among the
miners and other folks who lived in
this village. ·
Many sick people came to Jesus
and were healed without Jesus using
his divine powers. Jesus' great faith
and good cheer helped many people
get well without a miracle of divine
healing. But Jesus did use his creator
powers to cure one man in the village
of Iron. This man was a leper-a man
with terrible sores on his skin.
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BEALING the LEPER
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Late one afternoon on his way back
from the mines Jesus passed down a
narrow side street. Here he walked
near the dirty hut of a poor leper. The
leprous man had heard of Jesus and
made bold to speak, "Lord, if only you
would make me clean, I would enter
the spiritual kingdom."
This man
believed that only a person clean of
the leper's sores could be a part of
God's family.
When Jesus saw his suffering and
heard his words of clinging faith,
Jesus' human heart was touched and
his divine mind was moved with
compassion. As Jesus looked upon the
leper, the man fell upon his face and
worshiped. Jesus tenderly reached
forth his hand and touching the leper,
said: "I will-be clean." Instantly the
leper was healed. His skin sores and
disease were cured.
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J esus lifted ~
the man to his
feet and told him
not to tell anyone
about being
healed. But the
man did not
do what Jesus
asked. He told
lots of people, so
many that soon
Jesus was overcrowded with too
many sick people.
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Being healed did
--not always help people to be faithful
and trust God. There were so many
sick people that Jesus could have
spent all of his time healing people.
But he had to save time for spreading
the gospel-the happy news that we
are already faith sons and faith
daughters of God, faith sisters and
faith brothers in the heavenly
Father's family.
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TEACBINGS about ANGELS
One day, as they were journeying
along, Jesus talked to his apostles
about angels or seraphim.
Angels are invisible, but they can
see us. They are not humans in
higher farm. Seraphim have bodies
like the ones we will have on the
.higher worlds of heaven. They do not
spy on human beings. They never get
married. They can fly faster than the
speed of light and may carry messages
from one part of the universe to
another. Many seraphim work to save
human souls. They do not have sex,
but do share most of our other feelings
and have some emotions we do not
feel. Angels enjoy human music, art,
and good humor. · They know more
than we do but are not all-wise or allpowerful. The loyal angels never die
and are pure and holy. We would
think they are mathematical geniuses.
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When you die, a seraphim carries
your soul to our heavenly home far
beyond our solar system. Each and
every one of you has an angel of some
type who volunteers to guard your soul
and work with you forever. Guardian
seraphim love you and live near to
you. Only good can come from your
trying to understand and love them,
too.
419, 438, 1241-1246, 1840-1841

-170QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Do you have an angel that watches over your soul every
single day of your life?
Yes, each and every person has angelic watchcare. The angels are not directors or
overlords-simply guardians, p. 169 (1246).

2. What do your guardian angels guard?
Guardian seraphim guard your soul's future. They stimulate your mind but do not
invade it. They do not directly influence you. You must make your own choices,
but once you choose your own course they help you to make the best use of your choice.
Your seraphim work for the best for you, independent of what you may ask or want.
Seraphim are children of the universe Mother Spirit, pp. 169 (136, 1245-1246).

3. What do angels enjoy?
Seraphim greatly enjoy human efforts at art, music, and real humor. They also enjoy
spiritually helping or ministering to human beings. Always they freely volunteer
to watch over us, p. 169 (419).

4. What does it mean to "save a soul"?
To save a soul is to help someone be reborn. To save a soul is to love someone
so much that he or she comes nearer to God. To save a soul is to forgive so genuinely
that someone can see God's spirit shining through your life. A soul is saved when
that person experiences faith in God's goodness and sincerely wants to go God's way.

5. If a soul is not saved, what happens?
God gives every soul free will. Neither God nor angels force anyone to go God's
way. It is your choice, and God gives you plenty of chances to choose his way if
you want. After God has extended you every chance to go the way of love, you may
choose not to go along. This is choosing not to have your soul live forever. So when
you die, your soul is reabsorbed back into the Oversoul of Creation. There is no
pain; you simply become unconscious, as though you had never been (1229).

6. Can someone with horrible skin sores be saved?
Yes, anyone who has faith can be saved or reborn. Being sick or lame or having
skin sores does not matter at all, p. 165.

7. What did Jesus do at the village of Iron?
At the small city of Iron, Jesus worked underground in the iron mines. He and
his apostles spread good cheer among the people, and Jesus healed a leper, p. 164.

8. What is faith?
Faith is trusting in the heavenly Father with the same innocent trust that a little child has
for his good earthly parents. Faith is the gift of God to those who sincerely search for him.
Faith is an experience that is reasonable but goes beyond reason and logic, p. 166.

9. Are you a faith-son or faith-daughter of God?
You do not earn the right to be a son or daughter of God. God has already given
you this gift. You are already the heavenly Father's daughter or son. You are welcome
in the heavenly family. You may not realize that God is your Father until you accept
this gift of sonship or daughtership by sincere faith, p. 166.
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PRAYER and WORSHIP
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As Jesus traveled about Galilee, he
preached to people according to what
they could hear or understand. On
several occasions he explained the
meanings of prayer and worship.
Jesus taught people to pray from
the heart .using everyday words-----to
speak to God as you would to a close
friend. God always knows what you
are thinking. God answers your soul's
attitude, not your words. We are to
pray mostly for others rather than
ourselves, for wisdom, not for things.
When we give thanks to the heav~nly '
Father we can also lay our needs
before him. God knows our needs
before we ever ask.
Jesus taught us to pray in secretto go alone amidst the beauty of
nature or close the door of our rooms
when we pray. Prayer works when
we pray with honesty, with fairness,
and with faith.
996-1002. 1619-1640, 1848-1849
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Our Father in heaven answers
every sincere prayer. We may not
recognize God's answer right away, or
there may be a delay. Prayer does not
change God's mind but will better the
attitudes of the person who is praying.
Jesus did not teach any set time or set
way to pray. Let your heart guide you
to pray when and where it feels
natural and right. The urge to pray is
often touched off by our angels.
Private praying should be balanced
by group prayers of thanksgiving.
Praying always helps to enlarge the
place for God in your soul. The most
important prayer is to ask to know
God's way. It is also important to
pray for guidance over the path of
. earthly life. Pray when you are in
trouble, but also remember to pray
often when all is going well. Pray for
the welfare of your friends and
fellows, even for your enemies. After
praying, remain silent for a while to
be open to God's spirit guiding your
soul. Seek this stillness each day.
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Prayer does not take the place of
actually helping people · who are in
need. Let a person know you are
praying for him or her. Visit with or
spend time being lovingly near the
persons you pray for.
Do not ask God to solve all of your
problems · for you, but do ask for
spiritual strength and wisdom to
guide you while you attack your own
problems. Prayer does not cure bodily
diseases but does increase personal
happiness. Prayer is like recharging
the spiritual batteries of the soul.
Group thanksgiving makes for social
harmony.
·
In all your praying be fair. Do not
expect God to show favoritism, to love
you more than his other children.
Pray for guidance, not for things.
Giving thanks in your prayers may
lead up to worship, effortless attention
to God.
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Worship is tuning in to catch the
silent spiritual messages constantly
broadcast from our Father's home on
High. Prayer asks something. Worship
asks nothing. Worship is for its own
sake. · We forget ourselves when we
worship God. Worship is restful-it is the
play of heaven. Worship is the most
wonderful fun known to God's children.
Jesus taught us to give thanks and sing
praises to God-to acknowledge his
loving-kindne~s every morning and his
faithfulness every night.

-176QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. How are worship and prayer different?
Worship goes beyond words; it is self-forgetting togetherness with God-joyful
oneness with all of our heavenly Mother-Father's creation. Worship is a happy feeling
of thanking God for everything. Prayer is a petition, a request that God do something
for someone you are praying for, pp; 171, 175.

2. What does "sincere praying'' mean?
To be sincere means to be honest with yourself, to say or think what you really
mean instead of lying or kidding.

3. What is an "attitude of your soul"?
Your soul is the invisible part of you that grows with God's help as you try to do
good each day. Your soul is the spiritual part of you that can live forever. The attitude
of your soul is your deepest feelings toward God-feelings of love, trusting faith,
honesty, and your longing to be more like God.

4. Should you say your personal prayers out loud so other
people can hear you?
No, your own prayers should be kept secret, but it is good for families and groups
of people to give thanks to God and worship together, p. 173.

5. When does prayer work best?
When you pray from the heart with honesty, fairness, and faith-and when you
actually do something to help the person you pray for. Jesus taught that what you
sincerely desire in prayer and the heavenly Father wills-is. p. 171.

6. What is the play of Paradise?
The fun and play of heaven is called worship. The very center of heaven is the
eternal Isle of Paradise. This is the heavenly Father's perfect and eternal home.
Some day it will be your home, too. Paradise is wonderful and beautiful and friendly.
Paradise exists at the center of the universes in the sacred center of everything,
in a timeless and spaceless zone beyond your imagination.

7. How did Jesus teach us to talk to God?
Remember that when Jesus was six years old (p. 66) he liked to talk with his heavenly
Father, much as he would talk to Joseph, his earthly father. Jesus wants you to
have a caring attitude when you pray-to pray from your heart, sincerely, using
everyday language, much as you would speak to a very close friend.

8. Does praying take the place of actually helping someone
whom you are praying for?
No. It is good to lovingly let someone know that you are praying for her or him.
It is also important to make the effort to actually help or do good for someone you
are praying for, p. 174.

-177THE STORY OF THE LOST SON

Jesus much enjoyed telling his
hearers many stories and parables. .
The tale of the lost son was Jesus'
favorite way ·of teaching the love of
the heavenly Father.
Once upon a time, a very rich farmer
had two sons.
The younger lad was
lighthearted and carefree~ He .was always
looking for a good time and avoided his
duties. His older brother was serious and
sober.
He was hard-working and
responsible. These sons did not get along.
They were always bickering and fighting.
The younger son was cheerful and
lively but was lazy and unreliable. The
older son was steady and worked hard, but
he was rude and conceited. The younger
lad liked to play but avoided work. The
older brother worked hard but rarely
played. The boys disliked each other so
much that the younger one finally went to
his dad: "Father, give to me what will be
my third of your wealth and let me leave
and find my own fortune in the world."
The father was sad but divided his
property and gave this unhappy lad his
share.

-178Soon the lad took his portion and left
home for a far away country. Since he did
not find anything to do that was both fun
and made him money, he quickly wasted
all of his father's wealth on rowdy living.
When he was penniless, a famine came to
that country, and the lad was hungry and
in desperate need. He was so poor and in
want that he took work in the fields
feeding pigs. The lad was so hungry that
he would have eaten the husks the pigs
ate, but no one would give him any.
One day he was very hungry and said
to himself: "My dad's workers have food to
spare while I am starving here in a foreign
country feeding swine. I will go back to
my father and tell him I have done much
wrong and no longer deserve to be called
his son. I will ask only to be one of his
hired workers."
Now the lad's dad had suffered much
sadness for his son. He missed the happy
but thoughtless boy. This father loved his
son so much he was always on the lookout
for his return. As the boy traveled home,
his dad saw him coming afar off. This
father was so moved with compassion that
he ran out to greet his lost son, and he
hugged and kissed the boy with loving
affection.
1850-1853
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The lad looked up into his dad's tearful
eyes and said: "Father, I have done wrong
against you. I am no longer worthy to be a
son"-but his joyful dad interrupted and said
to his servants nearby: "Quickly bring the
lad's best robe that I have saved, and put it
on him along with the son's ring for his
hand and sandals for his feet."
The happy father led the footsore and
tired youth into the house and called to his
servants to make a merry feast for him. "My
son was dead and now is alive; he was lost
and is found." And there was rejoicing all
around for the return of this son.
Soon the older son came in from his
work in the fields. He heard the music
and dancing of celebration as he drew near
the house. At the back door he asked a
servant what all of the festivity was about.
The servant said, "Your long-lost brother
has come home, and your dad is celebrating

-180his safe return. Come in and welcome
your brother's coming home into your
father's house."
But the older brother was hurt and
angry. He would not go in. When this
loving father heard about the older boy's
resentment, he went .out to him. But the
father could not talk the elder youth into
coming in. The older brother said: "Here
all these years I have not done anything
against you, but you never gave me even a
little feast to make merry with my friends.
But when my brother comes back after
wasting your money, right away you make
a celebration over him."
This father truly loved both of his
sons, so he tried to reason with the older
one: "But you were with me all along, and
- all I have is yours. You could have had a
feast anytime had you made friends to
share a party with. Now it is right that
you should join me in the party for your
brother and be glad for his return. Think
of it, my elder son, your brother was lost
and now is found; he has come back alive
to us."

Jesus told this story to impress
upon his listeners that the heavenly
Father is willing to receive all who
seek entrance to God's family-even
those who deliberately leave and
waste time in foolish living.
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FORGIVENESS

The father in the story of the lost
son completely for gave his son for
leaving and wasting his father's
fortune. So Jesus wants us to forgive
each other as well. God for gives us
our mistakes and wrong-doing before
we even think to ask. But we do not
actually feel forgiven until we forgive
those who may have wronged us. The
better we understand a person, the
easier it is to forgive him or her.
One day Jesus' apostle Peter asked,
"Lord how often shall my brother
wrong me, and I forgive him? Until
seven times?" Jesus answered, "Not
just seven times, Peter, but even to
seventy times and seven." Then Jesus
told a story.
.
1762-1764, 1s62

-182THE KING'S STEWARDS
Once upon a time, there was a steward
or servant who owed his king a lot of
money-ten thousand coins. . Shortly, this
man was brought before his king. The
steward pleaded, "Your Highness, hard
times have come upon me, and I do not
have the money to pay you." So the king
commanded, "Take all of this man's
property, and sell his children to pay his
debt." When the steward heard this harsh
decree, he fell down on his face before the
king and pleaded with him to have mercy
and grant him more time. The steward
said, "Your Highness, have a little more
patience with me, and I will pay you all I
owe." And when the king looked down
upon this servant and his family, he was
moved with compassion. The king ordered
the man to be freed and for the loan to be
completely forgiven.
And this steward having received
mercy and forgiveness at the hands of his
king went about his business. . Soon he
found a fellow servant who owed him some
money, a very small sum, only two coins.
The steward laid hold upon his fellow
servant and grabbed him by the throat
saying, "Pay me all you owe me." And this
fellow servant fell down before this
steward and begged him saying, "Only
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In this space, draw anything you like with colored pencils.

have patience with me, and soon I will be
able to pay you." But the steward would
not show mercy to his fellow servant and
had him cast in prison until he paid his
debt.
As it came to pass, other servants who
saw what happened went and told their
king.
When the king heard of this
unfairness, he called the ungrateful and
unforgiving steward before him. "You are
a wicked and unworthy steward. When
you sought compassion, I freely forgave
you all that you owed. Why did you not
also show mercy on your fellow servant
even as I showed mercy to you?" And the
king was so upset that he had the jailers
take the man to prison until he paid all
that was due.

With this story Jesus illustrated
how the heavenly Father will show
the greater portion of mercy to those
who freely show mercy to their
fellows.

-184QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Will the heavenly Father forgive you no matter how bad
your wrong-doing is?
Yes. The heavenly Father forgives you before you ever think to ask. You will feel
forgiven when you sincerely ask your Father in heaven for forgiveness and when
you also forgive other people who you think have done something wrong to you, p.181.

2. What was Jesus' favorite means of teaching the heavenly
Father's love?
Jesus loved to tell the story of the lost son to show the heavenly Father's acceptance
and restoration of the lost son to the Father's heart and home, p. 177 (1853).

3. How did it happen that the father met his lost son before
the son got all the way home?
The father missed the lost boy so much that he looked for his return every day.
Jesus was showing us that the heavenly Father actually searches for his lost children.
The fact that you are lost only increases the heavenly Father's interest. Like the
good shepherd who leaves the ninety and nine sheep to go find the one that has
strayed, the heavenly Father goes forth and searches until he finds the lost one.
It is the Father's will that not one should remain lost, p. 178.

4. What is wisdom?
Wisdom involves being thoughtful and considering many points of view, p. 171.
Wisdom comes from learning from your failures (1779). Wisdom grows with experience
(908). Wisdom is based on facts but goes further (1776). You are encouraged to
ask God for wisdom (999). Wisdom comes from being God's partner (1119).

5. How did the father show wisdom in regard to his lost son?
The father in the story granted his son complete freedom to learn on his own, from
his own experience, and without judgment, p. 177.

6. What does the parable of the King's Stewards mean to you?
Jesus used this parable to show how the heavenly Father will give the greater mercy
to those who freely give mercy to their fellows, p. 183.

7. What is a parable?
A parable is a little story like the Story of the Lost Son or the King's Stewards,
pp. 177, 182. A parable is not a fable or an allegory. A parable teaches just one
truth, but each person may understand it differently (1689-1693).
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VISITING

ZACCBEUS
Jesus was very popular with the
common people. On the way to his
last visit to Jerusalem, he and his
apostles and followers passed through
the city of ·J ericho. It was nearly
sundown, and Jesus was minded to
stay the night at Jericho.
A very rich tax collector named
Zaccheus lived here. The people did
not at all like these publicans, or tax
collectors, who unfairly took people's
.money from them. But Zaccheus had
heard much about Jesus and wanted
to see him. Zaccheus tried to press
through the "crowd surrounding Jesus.
There were just too many people.
Zaccheus was too short. He could not
see over the people's heads. Zaccheus
followed after Jesus and the crowd.
Soon they all came near the house
where Zaccheus and his family lived.
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Zaccheus so wanted to see Jesus
that he ran ahead. He climbed up into
a sycamore tree whose spreading
branches hung over the roadwa~
Zaccheus knew that up in the sycamore
tree he could get a good view of Jesus
when he passed by.
1873-1875
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As Jesus passed below, Zaccheus
was not disappointed. Jesus stopped
and looking up said, "Hurry down
Zaccheus, tonight I must stay at your
house." When Zaccheus heard Jesus,
he was so astonished that he almost
fell out of the tree in his rush to climb
down. Zaccheus was joyful that Jesus
was willing to stop at his house.
At Zaccheus' house, a Jewish leader
made a negative comment about Jesus .
staying with a tax collector who
robbed his own people. When Jesus
heard this he looked at Zaccheus and
smiled. Zaccheus stood up on a stool
and spoke to the crowd:
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Men of Jericho, hear me! I
may be a publican and a sinner,
but the great Teacher has come to
stay. with me. I tell you, I am
going to give half of my goods to
the poor. If I have taken money
from anyone unfairly, I will give
him back four times as much. I
am going to seek salvation with
all my heart and learn to be
righteous in the sight of God.
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After hearing Zaccheus, Jesus said
that salvation had come to Zaccheus'
home. Jesus turned to the crowd and
told them not to take offense. It was
Jesus' job to seek and save lost souls.
Jesus always spread good cheer
everywhere he went. Jesus could help
. people so much because he loved them
so sincerely. Jesus was never in a
hurry. He had time to comfort people
like Zaccheus while he passed by.
Jesus was a good listener. He was
not nosy. He had lots of faith in folks.
He was always interested in any
person he was with. It did not matter
if people thought Zaccheus was a
Jesus loved him anyway.
sinner.
Jesus was always willing to stop
preaching to a huge crowd while he
ministered to a single person, even to
a little child. It is good for everyone to
learn to do unselfish good, like Jesus
did, as they go about their daily
activities.

-189QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Who climbed up the sycamore tree to see Jesus?
Zaccheus, the publican of Jericho, p. 186.

2. How did Jesus do good as he passed by Zaccheus' house?
Jesus stayed at his house even though the people regarded Zaccheus as a sinner.
Jesus honored this tax collector anyway by calling to him in the sycamore tree, then
actually spending the night at Zaccheus' house. Jesus forgave Zaccheus and was
friendly to him no matter what the crowd thought, p. 187.

3. Did people like Zaccheus before Jesus visited him? Why?
No. Zaccheus was the chief publican or tax collector in the city of Jericho. The
people thought he took their money unfairly. The people hated tax collectors. They
viewed him as a sinner, p. 188.

4. What was a publican?
A publican was a Jewish tax gatherer for the olden Romans-a tax collector, p. 187.

5. What is a · sinner?
In Jesus' time people regarded a sinner as anyone who broke the laws of the Jewish
teachers. Killing a man, stealing from your neighbor, not making certain sacrifices
at the temple, and walking too far on the Sabbath day were all regarded as sins.
To Jesus, sin is deliberate disloyalty to God (984). Sin is consciously choosing not
to love. Sin is not just error, evil, or a mistake. Sin is intending to oppose God's
way. God even loves sinners, just as Jesus loved Zaccheus, p. 188.

6. When Zaccheus stood on a stool and spoke to the people
around his house, what did he promise them?
Zaccheus promised to seek God's salvation with all his heart. He promised to give
half of his possessions to the poor. He promised to give back four times as much
as he had taken unfairly from anyone. He promised to learn to be a righteous man.

7. Was Jesus a good listener?
Yes. He often helped people the most when he just listened to them, much like
he listened to Zaccheus, p. 188.

8. Was Jesus nosy?
No, but he was interested in each and every person. Is Jesus interested in you
and your life? Of course, p. 188.

9. Would Jesus stop talking to a big crowd just to speak
comforting words to a little child?
Yes. He often detained a multitude just to speak to a single person. Jesus, even
today, knows and cares for you personally. He accepts you completely, p. 188.

-190Jesus knows you, and he loves you dearly.

Title:
Your Name: ----------------Draw a picture of anything you like from the story of Jesus.
Use your imagination.

-191The CRUCIFIXION and RESURRECTION

The greedy Jewish leaders did not
want Jesus' gospel of God's love to
The
catch on among the people.
Jewish rulers would not be able to
control the Jewish people with fear or
get rich by taxing the pqor.
Jesus continued to live God's love
and free men's souls. As time passed,
the Jewish rulers became so angry
and afraid of Jesus that they decided
to kill him. Jesus only responded with
love. The rulers arrested him and had
the Roman soldiers crucify Jesus. The
guards hung him by nailing Jesus'
hands and feet to a wooden cross.
After many hours of torment he died.
1971-2058
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During all of this terrible ordeal Jesus
was boldly kind and forgiving. He did
everything he could to give the Jewish
rulers an experience of God's love but
they would not have it. They refused to
trust God. Pride and selfishness had
hardened their hearts, yet Jesus loved
them anyway.
Jesus faced death fearlessly and
faithfully. After Jesus suffered and died
on.the cross, his friends placed his body in
a stone cave or tomb. Then after three
days, a wonderful thing happened. Jesus
returned to life. He was resurrected in a
new body. No one helped Jesus to be
reborn. He was resurrected by his own
Creator powers into a higher form.
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After his death and resurrection,
Jesus appeared many times to scores
of his family .and followers.
The
apostles and others rejoiced greatly .to
see Jesus ·again. Jesus was peaceful
and shining with good cheer.
He
appeared in the kind of heavenly body
we will each have after we die. Once
again, he talked and laughed and ate
with his apostles and friends.
After appearing in higher form to
hundreds of people, Jesus went on to
visit his children living on the perfect
worlds in heaven. After visiting the
celestial worlds among the stars, he
returned to the center of the universe
where he joined our Mother Spirit.
Even now this couple continues as
loving rulers of all the planets and
stars of their vast creation.
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TBE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
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Before he left planet Earth, Jesus
poured out his own Spirit to all of the
honest-hearted people on our world.
Even today this invisible loving Spirit
of Jesus guides people each day to
have faith and bright hopes for 'an
even better future life on the heavenly
worlds of joy far above us.
Today, as in Galilee two thousand
years ago, Jesus' Spirit of Truth
inspires us to have faith in his
gospel-the good news of the heavenly
Father's love for each of us and his
desire that we love one another.
Love is wanting to do good to ot/ie,rs.
648, 2059-2097

Good will always overcome bad, if you give goodness a chance.

-195QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What is the gospel?
"Gospel" means "good news." The good news that Jesus has for us is that we are
each a soil or daughter of our heavenly Father. The good news is that God loves
each of us with an infinite love. The good news is that by faith anyone can accept
membership in God's family. The good news is that we can share with God's family,
life everlasting-an eternal career offriendship, adventure,joy, and delightful service.

. 2. Where is Jesus now?
After Jesus finished his life on earth, he returned to live at the center of our universe.
Jesus, or Christ Michael, rules as Lord of our world and millions of other worlds.
However, Jesus' spirit, the Spirit of Truth, continues to be with us here on planet
Earth. The Spirit of Truth is a subtle, invisible feeling of the rightness or the
righteousness of something. The Spirit of Truth leads those who search into all truth,
p. 193.

3. What happened three days after Jesus was crucified?
Jesus was resurrected. He came to life again in a new and more perfect body. He
visited with his friends and followers for many days before he ascended from planet
Earth to live at the center of the universe with the divine Mother-Spirit, p. 193.

4. Were all of the Jewish leaders bad men?
No. Only some of the Jewish leaders were responsible for putting Jesus to death.
Many of the Jewish leaders were very good men. Some came to believe in the gospel
of Jesus and were strong and dedicated messengers of his love.

5. What does it mean to be born in higher form?
When you die and go to the heavenly worlds, you are given a new body. This body
is not made of flesh and blood but of a different material than we have on earth.
This new body will be more beautiful and capable than the one you have now.
Awakening in this new body will be a wonderful surprise.

6. What is another name that we use to refer to the Universe
Mother Spirit?
Many Christians call her the Holy Spirit. Others may refer to her as the Divine
Daughter, the Holy Influence, the Divine Minister, or the daughter of the Infinite
Spirit. She is our heavenly Mother, p. iii.

7. What is the Spirit of 'lru.th?
This is the spirit of Jesus that lives in your mind and heart. This Spirit of Truth
comforts you and helps you not to be lonely. It also leads you to know what is true
in all situations, p. 194.
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Jesus' religious life
and his teachings were
truly wonderful. The Child
of Promise taught us that we
are all God's children. He promised
that we are each a member of one
giant, ·huge family. _Our Father and
Mother in heaven love every one ofus.
It takes a brave person to try to
follow Joshua's teachings. He does not
promise us that life will be easy. But
fallowing his teaching to love others is
the most fun, exciting, and wonderful
way to live.
1/

~ Draw a picture of the love of Jesus or something else you would enjoy coloring.

-198I dare you to try his teachings
for yourself! Here is Jesus' greatest teaching:

God is your MotherFather and every C?
other person is your
sister or brother. C?
We are to love one another.
Sometimes this is hard. We
are always to try and do
to others as we believe
God would do to
them. Kindness
and fairness
are God's
way.
If there is
an Indian boy,
a Native American,
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.down the street, he is your brother. If
there is a little Asian, a Chinese
girl, she is your sister.

. The African boy,
the Eskimo
girl, the
French
boy, the
Finnish girl-all
are our brothers
and sisters. Every
l ,.~~ person, of every race,
~ f~,, from every land, old or
young, girl or boy, poor
or rich, fat or skinny, tall
or short, mean. or niceyes, everyone 1s your .
brother or sister.
There is not one
child or person
that God loves any
less than he loves you.
l

~,_..

.

-200-

This means even ugly and weird
kids are your brothers and sisters.
We are
taught
to love
and care
for even
someone
who is bad
and mean.
It does not
matter if
you are a girl or a boy, a grown-up or
a child. We are all equal in God's eyes.
God is the Mother-Father of all
children and grown-ups on all planets.
If children visit planet Earth from
~
outer space, they are
t:
our brothers and
sisters. We are
--,::
to love them,
too.
@ _:..

!~-(,_
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Is there an end to a circle?
There is no end to God.
God is infinite. God has
no limits. He is higher than
· the sky, greater than the ocean,
and lovelier than a butterfly or a
flower. He is beyond anything you can
think of.
You have read the story of how God
once became a human being, Joshua
hen Joseph. Now we can understand
God better. Jesus showed everyone in
the whole universe God's way to live.
Your life is not to be
exactly like Joshua's.
Your life will be
different, but it
can be filled
with God's
Spirit
an~ '.,

love . •

Draw and color a
picture inside these circles.
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If the best mother and the best
father in the whole wide world could
be put together as one person, God is
more and greater. God is not a man
or a woman. But God is a person, the
most wonderful and friendly person
you could ever meet. He is love.
Yes, God is invisible, but he is
more real than you can imagine.
Still, you can know God. Getting to
know God is like getting to know an
old friend. God's Spirit lives quietly
at the center of your mind.
God knows
everything
you do and
say and
·think.
He
always
watches
over you.
He never
goes to sleep.
r.r

Draw something inside these circles.
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God's Light of love is stronger than
the sun, stronger than a million suns.
This pure Light lives in your heart and
thoug-hts. It is this Spirit of God
within you that helps you to be fair
and honest and good.
God understands you fully. The
heavenly Father never becomes angry
with you. He accepts you completely
even when you think you are bad. He
is always smiling upon you. He is kind.
He is gentle. He wants very much for
you to live with him forever.

Draw something fun in this space.
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God's Light is part of your soul. Draw a colored picture of God's Light here.

Our Father leads you by gentle
inner feelings of what is right.
What you do is like a map,
and God is your compass.
N
If you really want,
you can find and
know the Light
of God that
W
lives inside
you.

s
If_you want to
find God, ·this means that he
has already found you. And the more
you love your brothers and sisters and
sincerely want the best for them, the
more you will discover God as the
feeling of love inside you.
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Do not be surprised
if all the people around
you are not as kind and
loving as Jesus. God does
not force anyone to go his way.
Everyone gets a choice. Some people
choose to be mean or to hit you or hurt
your feelings. They may be wrong,
but our Father still loves them, and
we have a choice to forgive and love
them also.
When people are mean to each other,
they are not listening to the gentle voice
inside themselves, which is God's
guidance. Do you remember how this
gentle voice came to Joshua when he
was five? Listening to your Spirit of God
can help you to return love to others,
even when they have been hurtful or
mean to you. It may not always be easy
to follow this guidance. But if you really
try, you will find this voice always helps
you make good choices, especially about
how you treat people.

-206-

God does not usually stop people
from being mean to you. But he will help
you to return love even when you are
hurt. It is not always easy to be good and
friendly. If you listen to God's guidance,
you will find that it is more fun to be
kind than mean.
Listening to this gentle voice also
helped Joshua make good choices about
many other things. At the right times,
Joshua was serious and worked hard.
But he also rested t .Q
an~ played with
i
a light heart.
J
~ J. 1",,
~·,,
' t ·~w'.IV

l

J-

d

J-

He enjoyed
songs and music. --He was glad for the
.
beauty of nature in the "=~ck_
out-of-doors. He never
hesitated to laugh at good
humor or be thrilled by
a beautiful scene or
word or person.

~
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In this space, draw anything you like with colored pencils.

Joshua learned to forget himself
and totally give over to -being a true
friend to Jacob or John or anyone else
· he was with.
We are not to be timid.
Jesus urged us to
go out and make
friends with
other boys
and girls.
It • is hard
growing up on
earth. We live on
a mixed-up planet. It
is not always easy to know
God's way for sure and ahead of
~
time. Remember what a hard
l~~ time Jobshua hhad d1
. 1eciding
~t ·. , \
a out SC 00 .
/c

r( ci
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Would he go to school at home in
Nazareth, or far away in Jerusalem?
Which was God's way?
Jesus wants us to try our best, and
not to worry. It does not matter how
many mistakes you make. If you
sincerely want to go God's way, that is
what counts.
Many children ask, "What happens
when I die?" Death is a lot like going
to sleep for a while. Then, if you have :
wanted to go God's way, you will be
born again on a new world, high and ,
far beyond the sky.
· ·
r
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Sometimes people · call this world
heaven. On this world, you
will have more adventure
and fun and play
than you do now.
There will be
bubbling brooks
and shimmering
lakes, blue sky
and green grass,
meadows and gardens
of beautiful flowers. Everybody will
be more friendly and nice to be with.
It will be like one big, happy family.
You will be able to talk with the
angels. In heaven you will meet and
· remember your friends from earth.
You will come to know people from
other planets. You will grow fond of
them. There will be nothing to be
afraid of. There · will be thousands of
good surprises you never thought of.
Even then, more wonderful and
exciting days will be ahead of . you
than you ever, ever dreamed.
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Life never ends. It gets better and
better as you go along God's way. So
be of good cheer, our Father in heaven
loves you.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What happens when you die?
If you sincerely want to go God's way, then after you die here on planet Earth, you
will reawaken on a heavenly world among the stars. There you will continue your
life forever and progress on to higher and even more wonderful places, pp. 208-209.

2. What is your Inner Light?
This is the Spirit of God that indwells your mind. Your Inner Light is the Spirit
within you that leads you by inner, intuitive feelings of what God's will is for you,
p. 203.

3. Is God a man?
No. God is neither a man nor a woman. God transcends or goes beyond male and
femaleness. We can think of God as a friend who is our divine Parent-Mother
and Father combined in one person, p. 198.

4. When does God get angry at you?
Never. God is not subject to human emotions such as anger, jealousy, or revenge.
God is always loving, never vengeful, p. 203.

5. What is Jesus' greatest teaching?
Jesus taught us that we are all sons or daughters of the loving heavenly Father,
all members of God's family. It is God's desire that we love each other, p. 198.

6. Does it take courage to follow Jesus' teachings?
Yes, it takes a brave person to have faith and take the risk of actually treating people
lovingly as brothers and sisters who we care about as much as we care for ourselves,
p. 197.

7. Where can you find more questions and answers
about these Tales of Joshua?
There are lots more questions and answers near the end of this book on p. 211212.

-211MORE QUESTIONS and ANSWERS
1. What did our Creator come to earth to show
mankind?
Answer: how to love, seep. 1 (These answers are only suggestive; you may find more and better answers as you read.)
2. Why do we call Jesus by the name "Joshua''?
Answer: "Jesus" is simply the Greek version of the Hebrew or
Jewish name "Joshua."
3. In the story of Joshua, why did Gabriel first come
to the planet Earth?
Answer: to find a human mother and father for Michael to
become a human being, seep. 2.
4. Did our Creator once grow up on earth as a little
child, much like you and me?
Answer: yes, seep. 2.
5. Who did Gabriel choose as earth parents for the
creator of our universe?
Answer: Mary and Joseph, seep. 3.
6. When Gabriel came to visit Mary, what did he tell
her?
Answer: that she would have a son, Joshua, who would begin
the kingdom of heaven on earth, seep. 6.

20; What kind of house did Joseph, Mary and Joshua live in?
Answer: a one-room stone house, seep. 18.
21. Who was Caesar?
Answer: the Roman ruler, seep. 21.
22. Were Joseph and Mary rich when Joshua was born?
Answer: no, they were poor, seep. 22.
23. Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem?
Answer: because Caesar forced all the Jews to go to the town
of their family origin to be counted for his tax, seep. 21.
24. Where did Mary and Joseph stay when they were in
Bethlehem?
Answer: in a room cut out of rock below the inn, seep. 26.
25. What was the great light in the sky when Joshua was
born?
Answer: two planets, Saturn and Jupiter, had come very close
together and shone brightly, seep. 31.
26. Who dreamed that the Light of life was coming to earth to
live as a Jewish baby?
Answer: a teacher from the land of Ur, seep. 30.

7. What are "glad tidings''?
Answer: good news, news of Michael becoming human on
earth, seep. 6.

27. Why did Anna and Simeon write and sing a song for baby
Joshua?
Answer: they believed Joshua was the long-awaited Messiah,
and their song celebrated this.

8. What is "destiny''?
Answer: a future filled with God's love, see pp. 8, 10.

28. Who was Herod?
Answer: ruler ofpart of the land of Galilee, see pp. 39-44.

9. Who else did Gabriel visit besides Mary?
Answer: Mary's cousin, Elizabeth, seep. 10.

29. Is the Spring of Day the same as the Child of Promise?
Answer: yes, seep. 37.

10. When did Joseph believe Mary's story about
Gabriel's visit?
Answer: after he had a dream that his son would be a great
Light in the world, seep. 12.

30. What is a spiritual king?
Answer: a king of love and life and happiness, seep. 41.

11. Is every person a child of God?
Answer: yes, seep. 12.
12. Was Joshua's mother usually a happy person?
Answer: yes, seep. 14.
13. Did Joshua learn to be sympathetic?
Answer: yes, he learned from Joseph, seep. 15.
14. Was Joseph understanding of how another
person might feel?
Answer: yes, seep. 15.
15. What is sympathy?
Answer: seep. 15.

31. Did Joshua like to watch and play with his baby brothers?
Answer: yes, seep. 54.
32. What is a caravan?
Answer: a pack train of camels and traders, seep. 56.
33. What is a "moral choice''?
Answer: a choice to go God's way, deciding to do what is right,
seep. 57.
34. What happened to Joshua when he made his first moral
choice at age five?
Answer: the Spirit of God came to dwell in his mind, seep. 57.
35. What are some moral choices you have made lately?
Answer: can you think of any?

16. Did Joshua learn the religion of his father?
Answer: yes, seep. 15.

36. What did Joshua like to do as a young child?
Answer: play with blocks and sand, study fiowers and nature,
take walks, work, and travel, see pp. 65, 68, 70, and so on.

17. Who did Joshua first learn about teaching from?
Answer: Mary and Joseph, seep. 16.

37. What is the Sabbath?
Answer: the day of rest, Saturday, seep. 63.

18. Was Joseph a fisherman when he met Mary?
Answer: no, he was a carpenter, seep. 16.

38. How did Joshua talk to God?
Answer: he talked to his Father in heaven naturally, much as
he would talk to Joseph, seep. 66.

19. Did Joshua live in a hilly region of Galilee?
Answer: yes, seep. 17.

39. What helped Joshua to want to follow the rules of his
family?
Answer: Joseph spent time talking to Joshua and explained
the reasons for the family rules, seep. 67.

-21240. Did Joehuuing and clanco?
A,uw,r: ya. ... p . 70.
41. What are 1piritual im-en?
Atuwtr: tN»C w/u, do not bow 1M lt,w ofGod, - p. 74.

59. Should you try to live in every way jull lika Joehua did?
AMwtr: no, but you can 11)1 to live b:, 1M 10mC ruk oflt,w tli4l
Jo1lu,afollou>«l.-p. 201.

42. Who did Joeh111 moot at the Nazareth I.own •Printl
Atuwcr: 1M gi,u and nwtJwa from Nazar,th, - p. 77.

60. What are aome olthe toachingl tbatJoehua pveua when
hesrewup?
Atuw,r: tMFaJMrlwodofGodandlMbrolMrlwodof,,,,,,.,_
'Tiu Ttadun(f•• -tum, p. 197.

.S. What ii your imagination?
Atuw,r: -P· 78.

61. Do you have an Inner l4h1?
AMW<r: ya. - P· 203

... Joehua ..uaaoc,dltudentanclwuOJICUNdfrom~
for a ,...1, each month. Wharl did be go?
AMW<r: to uuit lu, """"' and uncla on 1M &,, ofGala«.,.
on IM farm, - pp. 79-80.

62. Will God atop people Crom being mean to you?
AMW<r: no, but M will Mlp you, ifyou chotw, to lDw than in
return, - p. 206.

~ - Did Joehua play a mlllical inltrument?
...,..,,,.,, yu, 1M harp, - p . 81.

.a. Nabor wanted Joehua togo to the bigachool in Jaruaalem.
H.,. clld Joehua decide what to da?
AMwtr: M tolk,d t o ~ M tnut«J; nm M proy,d to iu,
FaJMr in MOVU1, 1Mn M d«kkd to go to ,cJwol al lu»M in

NazJJrttA, -

pp. 84-86.

47. What were aome advant.qM for Joeh111 in remaining at
IChool in Nazareth?
Atuwtr: - p. 86.

.a.

Joeh111 learned how to do many thingl to earn a livin«.
What were aome of them?
Atuwtr: carpentry, farmi"IJ, {Wung, -pp. 91, 94, 101.
49. What are the good thinga of manhood thatJoeh111 taught
the aeven lad.a?
A,uw,r: r,lip><u. m,nW, pla:,,icol, - p . 95.

63. Doea God Cora, anyone to go hia way'/
Atuwcr: no, - p. 206.
64. Doea life ever end for U.- who want to go God'1 way?
An.nu,r: no,-p.210.
66. If aomeone ii Cat and ""7 and lmelll funny, ia he or Iha
llill your opiritual brother or sill.er?
A,uw,r: ya. - p. 199.
66. if you are bed aometimeo, doe■ God llill loveyou?
AMwtr: yu, -P· 203.
67. ii God male or female?
AMW<r: neitJ,Q, - p. 202.
68. What doeo "the Cat.berboocl oCGod and the brolherbood ol
man•mean?
Atuwor: WAalu:,ouronaw,rr HowdoutJu.oppl:,in:,ourlif,r
69. What and where ii "the kingdom ofbeeven"?
W4reh :,our /i«Jrt. &d witlun :,o,,n,df.

An.nu,,:

50. Did Joehua ult many qu.alUODI? What were aome of
them?
A,uw,r: Yea. WA:, did 1M «Jrlli quaJ,.,:r WA:, i, it dry..,,.. of
1M y,ar and wet 1M rutr ... p . 97.
51. Would Joehua light for hia own righta? Why?

70. How did JOIUI but people who were mean or unkind to
him?
A,uw,r: with lundneeo and IDw, -P· 192.
71. Did Jeeua ever Cail at anyt.bing?
faikd to 1/d iu, brolMr Jutk rtknMd from 1M
Roman p,von before 1M P . - r, -p. 144. HOWttU, Jau,
Mll<!r {aikd in 9Piril--4o be wid, fair, /DuUllf, and good to

An.,w,r: no, _,, p. 98.

AMw<r: M

52. ii God our friend?
AMUJ<r: ya. - p. 102.

a,u;yonc.

53. Did Joehua'a parent. treat him as ifbe wu more 1pecial
than hia brothers and 1ilten?
A,uw,r: no, K< p. 103.
54. Did J oehua obey hia parent.?
........., , ya. _pp. 90,106.
55. Did J oehua have family aecre1.I to keep? Why?
AMW<r: yu, - P· 107.

56. How did Joehua follow hia own belielil and ailo do hia
duty?
Atuwtr: - p. 113.
57. What happened when Joehua went to Jeruaalem for hia

fiml'uaover?
AMUJ<r: a h«wail:, ma«J11IU told him M .Jwu1d /,q/in to be
about lu, FaJhc'• bu&ine#, - p. 125.
58. Ifanother child baa a different religion Crom youra, ii that
child llill your sill.er or brother?
A,uw,r: yu, ... p. 199.

72. Which of the following ii not another name for Jeeua?
Cbriot, Michael, Creator Son, Mother Spirit, Joehua, Son of

God.
AMwtr: Mothu Spirit , -

p . iii

73. H.,. did Jesus relpODd when he was arreated and aucified?
AMwtr: H, rapon,kd with low.. H, woo bald. with Aind-.
H, ooid, •FolJoo forgjw IMm for they MOW not whal they do,"

- P· 192.
74. What are some wooden created by Jeeu1 (our Creator
Son) and the Creative DaUjlhter Spirit of our univeree?
Atuw,r: n-reod pa/f< 166 and - whal ;yo,, conie "f' with.
75. What cloee it mean to clean your 80Ul'I
AMW<r: oon{,uing :,our mialam.,. ~ to God and
lrumnll tMl our DiviM Mothu and FolJoo, in OM parent
"°""1iMd, forgiva you, - p . 157 on &ptiun and &binJL

-213ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
CHILDREN'S STORIES
Bishop, ClaireHuchet Yeshu, Called Jesus. New
York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1966.
Hardback, color illustrations, begins with Christmas story and winds up with temple incident at
Jerusalem. Hebrew cultural context provided.
Explicit regarding the Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man (ages 4-10).
Boritzer, Etan What Is God? New York: Firefly
Books, 1990.
Compares the feeling of God to the feeling we
sense from the natural wonders of the world, such
as planets, stars, and mountains. Broad in outlook, non-judgmental. Sees the mystery of God
and personalizes God (5-12).
Brandt, Catharine The Story of Christmas for
Children. Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1974.
Hardback, very large, beautiful colored illustrations with happy, smiling people. Traditional
Christmas story (4-7).
Brem, M. M. Mary's Story. St. Louis, Missouri:
Concordia Publishing House, 1967.
Paperback, color illustrations, one of a series of
perhaps sixty short books (Arch Books) related to
morals and religion, traditional Christmas story
based on Luke, simply written for small children
(3-7).

Chapian, Marie and Peter The Holy- Spirit and
Me. Carol Stream, Illinois: Creative House, 1974.
Hardback, color illustrations, simple words for
little ones, often humorous, few words per page,
cute pictures with a positive theme, includes Biblical concept of sin (3-6).
Chapian, Marie and Peter I Learn About the Fruit
ofthe Holy Spirit. Carol Stream, Illinois: Creative
House, 1974.

Eberling, Georgia M. When Jesus Was a Little
Boy.. Chicago: Children's Press, 1954.
Hardback, cute colored illustrations, based on
Gospels, specifics of home life such as clay lamps,
stools, sleeping mats, and so on (4-8).
Garfield, L. and Bragg, M. The King in the Garden. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books,
1984.
A little girl, Abigail, finds a wild man (king
Nebuchadnezzar) eating flowers in her garden in
the land of Babylon. She helps him return to his
palace and to God. Good ideas on friendship and
the higher Power watching over us (6-10).
Goble, Paul Beyond the Ridge. New York City:
Bradbury Press, 1989.
A touching story of an elderly Plains Indian
woman's journey beyond life into the Spirit World.
Nice drawings and poems; set in the Black Hills of
South Dakota among the Yakima and Sioux tribes.
"Death seems like the end, but it is not. The body
goes back to the earth, but the spirit lives forever.
We are not left alone; the dead and the living, and
those who will one day be born are part of a great
circle. We are all together within this circle. It is
so! Praise the Creator, the Great Spirit!" (6-12).
Hirsh, Marilyn I Love Passover. New York:
Holiday House, 1985
This is a good book for the understanding of
Passover from the Jewish point of view. The
celebration of Passover is told in the first person by
a little girl named Sarah. Simple and straight
forward (6-12).
Hoffmann, Felix The Story of Christmas. New
York: Atheneum, 1975.
Hardback, color illustrations, traditional Christmas story (3-5).

Hardback, color illustrations, mild reference to
church and Bible, much truth, nice presentation of
the terms peace, patience, gentleness and faithfulness (4-8).

Jahsmann, Allan My Favorite Bible Stories. St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1967.
Paperback, beautiful colored illustrations with
many smiling faces, emphasizes love (4-7).

Davoll, Barbara The Potluck Supper. Illinois:
Victor Books, 1988.
One of the Christopher Churchmouse Series aimed
to help children grow in their knowledge of the
Lord. This story is about a mouse that learns
about greed when he steals cheese. The theme
follows Proverbs 15:27, "He that is greedy of gain
troubleth his own house." (4-7).

Korfker, Dena Can You Tell Me? Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1950

'(1970).
Paperback, lightly illustrated, answers to religious questions children will ask, e.g., What do
angels look like? Are God and Jesus the same?
What does heaven look like? Simple and intriguing answers (5-12).

-214Lankier, Ralph Conover Irupiring Storia for
Childnn. New York: Hawthorn Boob, 1974.

Paulus, Trina Hope for tM FwWfra. New York:
Pauli.at Preu, 1972.

Paperback, bu poealble appeal to people of IIWIJ'
relJilona, portn,ya concept ofthe Father In heaven
with all children u Ood'a children, racially bala.n ced, brotherhood of man explicit (4-10).

Paperback, color andinkdrawinp. An interalini
atory about the metamorpboeia of a caterpillar
Into a butterlly with IIWIJ' rau,iou, overtonu

L'Engle, Madeleine PaJtlw'• Camtl. The Sphi11X
at Dawn. Two Storie, by Madeleine L'Engle. New
York: Harper & Row, 1982.
Pakko'• Camel la the atory of a youna boy who la
the onl,y aon of poor but honeat parent. living in a
villap in EIYJIL Thia boy, Ya., wu liven a
predoua sift by three wiae men, but hla fmnd
Pakko, aon ofa rich man, atea1a the sift.. Yoe goea

Peale, Norman Vincent
He Wa, a Child.
EnglewoodCliffa,NewJeraey: Prentice Hall, 1957.
Hardback, color illuetrationa, nlol view of acenu
In Nuarath, e.g., the children aiutn, In a aemic!rcl. on the Ooor of the aynaaogue looldnc at the

on an adventure of learning and growth in conaciou,neu. Ultimately, Pakko learna the wrong of
ateallng and the importance of &lendebip. Con•
veya idea of parent. allowing children an opportunity to aolve their own dilemmaa (7-12).

Petenham, Maud and Miska The Chriat Child.
New York: Doubleday, 1991.

Lennon, John; Lancaster-Poh, Lynn; and Tilman,
Reitzle Imagiru. New York; Carol Publishing
Group, 1990.
Thia la the text of John Lennon'• immortal aong
bound in atorybook fubion. Univenaliat, adY'Ocatea abaring, love, diminlabed importance of material poueuiona, caring for the earth, and the
brotherhood of man (8-80).

Lomasney, Eileen My Book ofthe Lord'• Prayer.
St. Loui.1: Concordia, 1976.
Hardback, beeutifulcolor illuatratlona, much truth,
pr-.yer p.-ented in thla ...,_you do not need
many worda becauae Ood knoweyour need.I before
you ever uk, you talk to Ood with your heart (5-9).

Lopez, Barry Crow and Weaael. San Francisco:
North Point Press, 1990.
A atory of the hero'• journey through the eye■ of
Amerindian culture. Concept ofwatchcare by the
"Above Onu"; atro111 family valuu, intrisuing
adventurea, reepect for natural )awe, dut.y and

couraae (7- 16).

Lovett, L inda The Boy Juu, . Norwalk,
Connecticut: C. R. Gibson Compaey, 1972.
Paperback, aco.l oringbook with larae lll111trationa
of the Holy land,, baaed on the Goepel,, accurate
and well done (S-7).

Marxhauaen, Joa.n ne Thank God for Circle,.
Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1971.
Hardback, brilliant color, few word, per page,
interutilll uae of IIWIJ' c:irclea, concentric and
otherw!N, • A circle Is like God, IIO beginning, IIO
end."(S-6).

(4-10).

tMcher while they repeat th... !Naone out loud
(6-10).

Hardback, 1triking color lllu1tratlona, traditional
Chrlatmu atory (S-7).

Pogrebin, L. and Swados, E. Storia for Free Children: TM Girl with tM Incredibk Fttling. New
York; McGraw-Hill Compaey, 1982.
A Y0U11i pl bu a IIJ)8CW feeling that allowa her
to •1111, dance, laugh. do aooc1 tbinp, and nature in a wonderful w-.y. Thia la aimilar to the
1tory of the prodigal. The feeling (Ood) la loet
through neglect and worldly confuJlon but later
regained through faith (7-11).

Pottebaum, Gerard H. TM Futiual ofArt.
Minneapolla: Augsburg Publishing House, 1971.
Hardback, color illuetrationa, larae euy-to-read
type, a replay of the parable of the talent. u a
atory about an artist who siVN aecb of eeveral
children paper to draw on, each child doee aomething clilYerant with bla or her talent (4-8).

Scallion, Maureen God's Loue 11. Norwalk,
Connecticut: C. R. Gibson Company, 1969.
One of a aeriea of"Ood'• Oifta" plutlc booka, color
lllu,trationa, wubable,fewwordaperpap,limple
and aentla (S-6).

Scallion, Maureen We Haw a Frund in Jaru.
Norwalk, Connecticut: C. R. Gibeon Company,
1975.
Another of the above aeriee, aimple, color llluetratlona, wuhable, racially balanced, nice lneigbta,
e .g ., "When I feel mean and want to aay nuty
thinp, I think, 'What would Jeaua aay7' • (3-7).

Summen, Jo An Fruitb<uket Frnruu. Plainfield,
New Jersey: Logoa International, 1975.
Paperback, color illuatrationa, a 1torybook with
"the fruit of the Spirit love, joy, peeca...• u it.
theme (S-6).

u

-215Taylor, Florence Marian (Tompkina) A Boy On«
Lived in Nazareth. New York: H. Z. Walck, 1969.

Faw, Duane L. The Paramony: A Parallel and
Harmony of The URANTIA Book and the Bible.

Hardback, atylized color and Ink Wumation.1 of
JHUI' cultun, and tim-, many detalli, of Jesua'
childhood life 111ch u : lingle room hOUN with
atairl up the aide, Joeeph a carpenter with ahop
bealde hOUM, JHUa liked to climb hWa near hia
hoUM, e,tjoyed natuNl,Jl!IUI wuoldett brother In
the home and cared for younger chlldNln, Jel\18
talked to caravan traden, listened to older folks,
participated In Jewiah cu.atom-, looked up at atan
from roof top, out-reachinir love, very ni.. (4-12).

Malibu, California: Duane Faw Publisher, 1986.

Tullru, T. and Mangalam, S. A King, a Huntua.nd
a Goltkn Goo&e. Emeryville, California: Dharma
Publishing Company, 1986.
A king and queen seek wiadom from a heavenly
talking goose. "Whether we an, born u klnga or
aervanta, we can love virtue and learn to be good
to everyone...our good deech can light the way to
a happier life, like bonlin,a In the nighL• A
Buddhiat allegory filled with high valu• (6-12).

Untermeyer, Louis (Ed.) Songs of Joy From the
Book of Psalms. New York: World Pre88, 1967.

Halley, Henry H . Halley'• Bible Handbook. Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House,
1965.
Jones, A. (Editor, Reader's Edition) The Jeruaalem Bible. New York: Doubleday, 1966.

King Jamea Version The Holy Bible. Illuatrated
by Harold Copping, London: The Religioua Tract
Society, 1920.
LaFay,Howard, "WhereJesuawalked." National
Geographic, vol. 132, no. 6, pp. 739-781, 1967.

Monson, J . (Consultant) Student Map Manual.
Hiatorical Chography ofthe Bible Landa. Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House,
1979.

Hardback, mildly illuatrated, eelect.ed pealma for
child minds (6-10).

New American Standard Bible The Open Bible.
New York: Thomu Nelson and Sons, 1985.

Veranos, Sandi Four Fishermen. Elgin, Illinois:
David C. Cook Publishing Company, 1974.
Paperback, one of a series of about thirty-aix little
boob on religioua topics, the lnatruction.1 an, to

Revised Standard Version The Holy Bible. New
York: Thomu Nelson and Sons, 1946.

ecribble over parta of the papa whereupon appear
hidden figures, gamea and plllll• to •JlPIII chi).
dn,n In active learning, (4-12).
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A
Accident, Joahua falla, 71
Adventure., More, 155
Afro.American, 199
Alexandria, - Egypt; Greek
ecripturea, 48, 52
Amoa, born, 114; dies, 137
Anuand, 147
Anpl(I), aan1 at birth, 29; do not uauall,y
■top accident■, 71; re: God-ma.n , 126;
dlacuuiona, 131; taachina:■ about, 167;
209
Anpr, not God'•• 129
Anlmala, 136; 146

APOSTLES & TEACHERS, 1159
Aramaic, a lan,uqe or Joahua, 72
Arre■t, Jude, 144
Aakln1, 58

B
Baby Jame,, 54
Baby Joahua at the Temple, 33
Back Home, 52
Baptlam, 157
BAPTISM & REBIRTH, 157
Beauty, 171; 206
"Be clean,• 165
Bethany, 120; 131
Bethlehem, people counted for tax, 21;
journey, 22; reached, 25; atayed in cavea,
26; return, 38; eacape from, 44; (map), 46
Bird, -.m1, 172
Birth, of Joahua, 28
Boat, ..Ued back to Bethlehem, 50
(illuatration); 147
Born apln, 157
Bou, owed Joaeph money, 135; mean, 147;
unfair, 148
Bozo, 151

C
Caesar, Roman ruler, 21; 26; 27; 29
Camala, 166
Caravan, in Naureth, 56; 145; 111pply ahop,
103; Je1u1 leada, 155
Carpenter, Joeeph, 15; 103
Caremony, for Jewiah boy babies, 29; to name
J oahua, 33; 63; temple, 129; baptiem, 157
Chazan, teacher at eyna,o,ue, 72; learned
from Joahua, 73; imap drawn by
Joahua, 88
Child of Divine Deetiny, re: Gabriel, 10
Child of Promiee, 35; J 01hua'1 thou,hta, 96;
re: family ru.lea, 106; not easy
rnrin1, 109; 197

ChildNln, play, 145
Chineae, 199
Choice, 65; 170; 206
Christian, church, 160
Circle, no end to, 201
Clay, partofhouae, 19; modeling, 78; 88
Coina, 182
Compue, God ii, 204
Compauionate, 163; 165
Conru.ed, Joahua, 136; 147
Courap, 210
Cow, Joahua milka, 77
Coward, 149
Creator, of our unlverae, l ; ,rew up u a
boy, 3; 126
Creator Dau,hter, ill; 166; 162
Creator Son, iii; 166; 162
Cl'OII, 140; 191
CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION, 191•
193
Cuatoma, Jewieh, 15; 63; 106; 113

D
Dad, di•, 136
Death, JNU.1, 191; life aJt.r, 206
Deciaion, Joahua re: Jeruealem School, 65; re:
drewinJ, 89; in Joahua'a mind, 114
Derrick, falla OD Joeeph, 136
Diee, Joeeph, 136; 169
Do1, 136
Donkey, only one ao Mary rode, 22; new one,
51; 136
Doorpoet, 111
Drawin1, 68-90
Dream, Joeeph'a, 11; ofwia men'a teecher,
30
DRUNKARD & SLAVE GIRL, 151
Duty-Belief, 113

E
Early Learni"'1, 61
Eamin&, a Uvinc, 101; ri&ht to rule, 166
Egypt (map), 44; Alexandria in Egypt, 45
Eiibt Yeare Old, 79
Eleven Yean Old, 103
Eliubeth, mother of John the Baptiet, 7
Enemiea, pray for, 173
Equal, all in God'a eyee, 200
Eacape (map), from Bethlehem, 44
Eakimo, 199
Evil, 149
Experience, faith, 163

F
Face, JNU.I', 146

-217Fair, Joshua was, 98; 142; 174
Fairness, 149; 171
Faith, 13; 163; 170-171
Family Life, 67
Family Meeting, 138; 142
Farm, uncle and aunt in country, 80; 101
Father, prayers to heavenly, 66; in heaven, 85;
business, 125, 133; spiritual, 128; cares,
148; will, 158; accepting, 180; 197
Feast, of tabernacles, 64; Passover, 117
Feelings, angels', 167
Fights, 98
Fisherman, uncle on Sea of Galilee, 79; 100;
101; 127; apostles, 159
Five Years Old, 57
Flowers, Joshua studies, 68; 93; 119
Force, not God, 1 70
Forget, self, 207
FORGIVENESS, 181; 184
Four Years Old, 53
Free Will, 170
Freedom, Anna's song, 37
French, 199
Frugality, 136
Fun, laughing and fun, 64; 117

G
Gabriel, God's helper, l; great helper, 2;
comes to Mary, 5-8
Galilee (map), 39; 159
Ganid, 147; 151
Generous,Jesus, 136
Gentiles, 86
Gifts, re: wise men, 30
Girl, slave, took home, 152
God, iii-iv; know, 134; -man, 108; wrong ideas,
130; close friend, 171; talk to, 176
God's, love, 164; way, 173
Going to Bethlehem, 21
Going to Jerusalem, 117
Gonod, 147
Good shepherd, 184
Gospel, 159; 166; 194
Graduation, 115
Greek, Joshua learns, 61; cities, 76; sports, 105;
games, 119; Anaxand, 147
Guardian angels, 170

H
Happiness, 174
Harp, 81; sold, 138
HEALING BY FAITH, 163
HEALING THE LEPER, 165
Heart, let guide, 173
Heaven, higher world, 208-209

Hebrew, 4; 38; 72
Herod, ruled, 39; kills babies, 43; new, 118
High beings, 114
Hikes, behind house, 17; Sabbath, 75
Hit, Jesus did not hit drunkard, 151
Home, at Nazareth, 18
Horrible Herod, 39
Humor, 206

I
Idols, 88
Incarnate, 162
India, 142
Inner Light, 203
INTRODUCTION, iii-iv
Invisible, God is, 202
Iron, city, 164; mines, 164

J
Jail, Jude in, 144
James, Joshua's brother, 54; learns
alphabet, 82
Jericho, on way to Bethlehem, 24; 120; 187
Jerusalem, 25; Joshua at the temple, 33;
school, 84; 127; 143
JESUS, ADULTHOOD, 143
Jesus, Father-Brother, 137; kind to Jude, 144;
teaches Anaxand, 153; passed by, 187;
good listen.e r, 188; fearless, 192; good
cheer, 193; died, 193
JESUS, TEEN YEARS, 127
Jewish, customs, 63; people, 13; leaders, 195
John the Baptist, son of Zacharias, 35; 157
Jordan River, 23; 76; 119; 157
Joseph, J oshua's father 2; upset, 9; 15; Has
Dream, 11; thinker, 16; wood shop, 55;
builder, 65; re: talking to Joshua, 67; 84;
89; 116; dies, 135
Joseph, Joshua's second brother, 72
Joshua, Birth, 28; left behind, 131
JOSHUA'S CHILDHOOD YEARS, 47
Jude, fourth brother, 104; 138; makes
trouble, 143
Judge, 144

K
Kindness, 144; 198
Kinds of Work, 94

L
Law, 90
Leader, Joshua of seven lads, 95
Leper, 164; healing, 165
Liberal, Nazareth, 75; 112
Light of Life, re: wise men, 30

-218Loom, weaving, 20; 77
LOST SON, STORY, 177-180
Love, l; Joshua loved men, 73; Joshua loved by
playmates, 98; Joshua loved brothers
and sisters, 108, 116; flood of, 124;
God is, 202

M
Maps, escape from Bethlehem, 44; Roman
World in Jesus' Time, 164
Marriage, Jesus, 139
Martha, 91
Mary, 2; sunny, 16; re: James' birth, 54;
Joshua learns from, 61; strict, 67; 84; 131
Math, 82; angels, 167
Mediterranean Sea, 154; 155
Mercy, re: Anna's song, 37
Messiah, Zacharias thought Joshua would be,
36, Joseph unsure, 38; 158
Michael, iii; 1-2; 156
Miracle, 164
Miriam, second sister, 57; 139
Mom and Dad, 109
Money, 101; 107; 124; Joseph's boss, 135
Moral, choice, 57
Most High, 115
Mother Mary, 136; 139
Mother Spirit, iv; 156
Mount, Hermon, 76, 155; Tabor, 91
Music, J oshua plays and sings, 81; studied more
than ever, 109; 162

N
Nabor, Jerusalem teacher, 84
Nathan, potter, 78
Nature, many moods, 76; Joshua never tired of
studying, 107
Nazareth, 4; the home at N., 17; left N. for
Bethlehem, 22; return from Alexandria, 50;
51; 86; 131
Nine Years Old, 87
Nineteenth year, 138

0
Older Folks, 99
Olivet, 121
On high, re: Anna's song, 37

p
Painted women, 130; 138
Parables, Lost Son, 177; Shrewd Steward, 182,
184
Paradise, 176
Parchment, 111
Passover, at Jerusalem, 117; 124

Patience, 144
Personal, ministry, 162
Peter, 181
Physics, 92
Pictures, 88
Pilgrims, 122
Planet, Earth, iv, l; Saturn and Jupiter, 31; 200
Play, 70; worship, 176
Poor, Jesus, 136; or rich, 199
Powers, Creator, iv; 164
Prayer, 66; sincere, 173-176
PRAYER & WORSHIP, 171
Priest, 157
Prison, 144; 183
Prodigal, son, 177
Promised Child, 35 (see child)
Prophet, Anna's song, 37; Elisha, 118; Joshua
the greatest, 122
Public, ministry, 165

Q

Quake, earthquake at N a.z areth, 69
Questions, Joshua age 5-10, 58; Joshua asked
many, 83; hubbub, 97; at temple, 132

R
Real, God is, 202
Rebecca, 139
Rebirth, 157; 162
Religion, Joshua believed the R. of his people,
13; 15; re: Nabor, 84; seven lads, 96;
teacher, 102, 113
Responsible, Joshua had to become, 103
Resurrection, 191-193
Rituals, 129
Rome, 147
Roman, rulers, rule Jewish people, 13; Jewish
people ~d not like rules, 24; re: Messiah,
36; soldier, 144
Ruth, 136

s

Sabbath, Saturday, 63; 73; walks, 75; 161
Sacrifice, animals, 128
Sailing, 49; 151
Sails, faith, 163
Salvation, 188
Sand,, boxes on roof of house at NazarethI 60·I
wind blows in Joshua's eyes, 71
Saved, who?, 170
School Days, 72
Schooling, Joseph takes over, 61; Joshua
excused one week per month, 79; Joshua
held school for brothers and sisters, 109;
Joshua graduates, 115; 207-208

-219Scriptures, Greek S. given to Joshua in Alexandria, 62; Hebrew, 72-74; 88; 104
Sea, Mediterranean, 164; 155
Secret, Gabriel's, 5-8; 52; 107; pray in, 171
Seraphim, 167
Seven Lada, The, 95
Seven Years Old, 69
Sex, 167
Sheep, 136
Showers, in Galilee, 93
Sick, Joshua rarely S., 87; people, 164-166
Silent worship, 175
Simeon and Anna, songs for Joshua, 34-37
Sincere, prayer, 173-176
Sinner,Zaccheus, 189
Slave girl, 151
Sleep, God never sleeps, 202
Smith, blacksmith, 128
Snow, most at Nazareth in 100 years, 69
Son of destiny, 139
Song, Anna's, 36-37; Joshua singa and
dances, 70
Soul, 94; drown in darkne88, 149; save,
170,174
Spare Time, 68
Spies, of Herod, 39-40
Spirit, of God came into Joshua's mind, 57;
baptism, 157; 162
SPIRIT OF TRUTH, 194
Spiritual, king, 41; 109; spiritual prisoners free,
74; energy, 149; kingdom, 165
Spring, ofDay, 37; village spring, 77
Star, of Bethlehem, 31; Joshua stays up past
bedtime,68
Steering,paddle, 147
Steward, king's, 182
Story, Jesus tells, 145; LOST SON, 177
Superhuman,9, 109
Supernatural, 97
Sycamore, tree, 186
Sympathetic, 15; 107
Synagogue, temple, 72; Joshua reads scriptures at S., 73; Joshua excused, 79; upper
grades in school at S., 97; Joshua finishes
school, 115

T
Talk, with Jude, 144
Taxes, Jews had to pay Romans, 21; not liked,
24; collector, 138
Teacher, Joshua natural born, 100; Joshua, a
religious T., 103; 129
TEACHINGS about ANGELS, 167

TEACHINGS, THE, 197
Temple, ceremony, 33; court, 38; 72; 121;
(illustration) 137; discuasions, 131;
teachers, 133
Ten Years Old, 96
Tentmaker, 128
Thanksgiving, 173
Thirteen Years Old, 114
Tolerance, 113
Touching the Doorpost, 111
Travel, with Dad, 65; 87; 94
Trouble, re: stars, 68; at school, 88;
re: Jude, 107, 143; 173
Trust, 163
Truth, teller, 158; Spirit of, 194
Twelve Years Old, 107

u

Uncle Joshua, 145
Uncles, visits to, 79, 87
Universe, ill-iv; l; 125; (illustration) 196
Ur, re: wise men, 30; 40
Urantia, iv
Urantia Book, The, iv
Urmia, 155

V
VISITING ZACCHEUS, 185

w
Walks with Joseph, 75
Water, 149; baptism, 157
Weather, 93
Wilderness, 157
Wisdom, 171
Wise men, 30; 41; 42
Women, apostles, 159, names, 161; not treated
well, 161; how Jesus treated, 162
Wonderful, 134
Wood shop, 20; 55
Work, kinda, 94
WORSHIP, 176
Worship, 111; 171-175; restful, 175

y
Yoke, Joshua makes Y., 91

z
Zaccheus, 185-190
Zacharias, priest, 35
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Readers of ALL ages
delight in these
stories of Jesus!
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" ...easy to understand way of looking at
JesllS-ilomething I could relate to!"
- Christine Prince, age 18, Charlotletlville, VIRGINIA

"Taks ofJoshua is not only a wonderful
book for children, but also for the child
that still Jives within each of us."
- Thea Rowe, Corvallis, OREGON

"I liked this s tory of Joshua because it

taught me about God, and bow he se nt
his son, Jesus, to this planet to teach us
about God's plan."
- Grace Thompson, age 7, Loll Osoa, CALIFORNIA

"I liked all the questions and answers!
They help you to reme mber."
- Michael Graham, age 8, Brier, WASHINGTON

"llikedlearningabouthowpeoplelived
in Jesus' time."
-Anna Thompson, age 10, Loll Osoa, CALIFORNIA

Wfbank y ou for explaining the Mother Spirit...how in God's eyes women are
equal with men and should be treated as such."
- Debbie Roberts (mother of Amy, age 8) Pocatello, IDAHO

"...a very readable, informative, and stimulating book...wonderful job!"
- Geri J ohnson (mother of David and Mike, ages 7 and 8) Phoenix, ARIWNA
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writing Talta of Joshua as a service Lo his two stepchildren, Alex and Chris, when
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